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ABSTRACT. We propose a formulation of a Lorentzian quantum geometry based
on the framework of causal fermion systems. After giving the general definition
of causal fermion systems, we deduce space-time as a topological space with an
underlying causal structure. Restricting attention to systems of spin dimension
two, we derive the objects of our quantum geometry: the spin space, the tangent
space endowed with a Lorentzian metric, connection and curvature. In order to
get the correspondence to differential geometry, we construct examples of causal
fermion systems by regularizing Dirac sea configurations in Minkowski space and
on a globally hyperbolic Lorentzian manifold. When removing the regularization,
the objects of our quantum geometry reduce precisely to the common objects of
Lorentzian spin geometry, up to higher order curvature corrections.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In general relativity, physical processes in space-time are formulated in the lan-
guage of Lorentzian geometry. Likewise, quantum field theory is commonly set up in
Minkowski space or on a Lorentzian manifold. However, the ultraviolet divergences
of quantum field theory and the problems in quantizing gravity indicate that on the
microscopic scale, a smooth manifold structure might no longer be the appropriate
model of space-time. Instead, a “classical” Lorentzian manifold should be replaced by
a “quantum space-time”. On the macroscopic scale, this quantum space-time should
go over to a Lorentzian manifold, whereas on the microscopic scale it should allow
for a more general structure. Consequently, the notions of Lorentzian geometry (like
metric, connection and curvature) should be extended to a corresponding “quantum
geometry”.

Although different approaches have been proposed so far, there is no consensus on
what the mathematical framework of quantum geometry should be. Maybe the math-
ematically most advanced approach is Connes’ non-commutative geometry [§], where
the geometry is encoded in the spectral triple (A, D, H) consisting of an algebra A of
operators on the Hilbert space H and a generalized Dirac operator D. The correspon-
dence to differential geometry is obtained by choosing the algebra as the commutative
algebra of functions on a manifold, and D as the classical Dirac operator, giving back
the setting of spin geometry. By choosing A as a non-commutative algebra, one can
extend the notions of differential geometry to a much broader setting. One disadvan-
tage of non-commutative geometry is that it is mostly worked out in the Euclidean
setting (however, for the connection to the Lorentzian case see [33, [31]). Moreover, it
is not clear whether the spectral triple really gives a proper description of quantum
effects on the microscopic scale. Other prominent approaches are canonical quantum
gravity (see [27]), string theory (see [4]) and loop quantum gravity (see [34]); for other
interesting ideas see [7, 21].

In this paper, we present a framework for quantum geometry which is naturally
adapted to the Lorentzian setting. The physical motivation is coming from the fermio-
nic projector approach [I2]. We here begin with the more general formulation in
the framework of causal fermion systems. We give general definitions of geometric
objects like the tangent space, spinors, connection and curvature. It is shown that
in a suitable limit, these objects reduce to the corresponding objects of differential
geometry on a globally hyperbolic Lorentzian manifold. But our framework is more
general, as it allows to also describe space-times with a non-trivial microstructure (like
discrete space-times, space-time lattices or regularized space-times). In this way, the
notions of Lorentzian geometry are extended to a much broader context, potentially
including an appropriate model of the physical quantum space-time.

More specifically, in Section 2l we introduce the general framework of causal fermion
systems and define notions of spinors as well as a causal structure. In Section Bl
we proceed by constructing the objects of our Lorentzian quantum geometry: We
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first define the tangent space endowed with a Minkowski metric. Then we construct
a spin connection relating spin spaces at different space-time points. Similarly, a
corresponding metric connection relates tangent spaces at different space-time points.
These connections give rise to corresponding notions of curvature. We also find a
distinguished time direction and discuss the connection to causal sets.

In the following Sections @HBl we explain how our objects of quantum geometry
correspond to the common objects of differential geometry in Minkowski space or on
a Lorentzian manifold: In Section Ml we construct a class of causal fermion systems
by considering a Dirac sea configuration and introducing an ultraviolet regularization.
We show that if the ultraviolet regularization is removed, we get back the topological,
causal and metric structure of Minkowski space, whereas the connections and curva-
ture become trivial. In Section [5] we consider causal fermion systems constructed from
a globally hyperbolic space-time. Removing the regularization, we recover the topo-
logical, causal and metric structure of a Lorentzian manifold. The spin connection and
the metric connection go over to the spin and Levi-Civita connections on the manifold,
respectively, up to higher order curvature corrections.

2. CAUSAL FERMION SYSTEMS OF SPIN DIMENSION TwoO

2.1. The General Framework of Causal Fermion Systems. We begin with the
general definition of causal fermion systems (see [16] 18] for the physical motivation
and [20, Section 1] for more details on the abstract framework).

Definition 2.1. Given a complex Hilbert space (3, (.|.)5) (the particle space) and a
parameter n € N (the spin dimension), we let F C L(H) be the set of all self-adjoint
operators on H of finite rank, which (counting with multiplicities) have at most n
positive and at most n negative eigenvalues. On F we are given a positive measure p
(defined on a o-algebra of subsets of F), the so-called universal measure. We refer
to (K, T, p) as a causal fermion system in the particle representation.

On F we consider the topology induced by the operator norm
|A]| := sup{||Aul|s¢ with |lu|s =1} . (2.1)

A vector ¢ € H has the interpretation as an occupied fermionic state of our system.
The name “universal measure” is motivated by the fact that p describes a space-time
“universe”. More precisely, we define space-time M as the support of the universal
measure, M := suppp; it is a closed subset of F. The induced measure p := p|as
on M allows us compute the volume of regions of space-time. The interesting point
in the above definition is that by considering the spectral properties of the operator
products zy, we get relations between the space-time points x,y € M. The goal of this
article is to analyze these relations in detail. The first relation is a notion of causality,
which also motivates the name “causal” fermion system.

Definition 2.2. (causal structure) For any x,y € F, the product xy is an operator
of rank at most 2n. We denote its non-trivial eigenvalues (counting with algebraic
multiplicities) by A]Y,...,A5Y. The points = and y are called timelike separated if
the )\ﬁy are all real. They are said to be spacelike separated if the )\fy are complex and
all have the same absolute value. In all other cases, the points x and y are said to be

lightlike separated.

Restricting the causal structure of F to M, we get causal relations in space-time.
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In order to put the above definition into the context of previous work, it is useful
to introduce the inclusion map F' : M — F. Slightly changing our point of view, we
can now take the space-time (M, u) and the mapping F' : M — F as the starting
point. Identifying M with F(M) C J and constructing the measure p on JF as the
push-forward,

p="Fop s Q= p(Q) = u(FH(Q), (2.2)

we get back to the setting of Definition 2.1l If we assume that J is finite dimen-
sional and that the total volume (M) is finite, we thus recover the framework used
in [I7, Section 2] for the formulation of so-called causal variational principles. In-
terpreting F'(z) as local correlation matrices, one can construct the corresponding
fermion system formulated on an indefinite inner product space (see [I7), Sections 3.2
and 3.3]). In this setting, the dimension f of H is interpreted as the number of parti-
cles, whereas p(M) is the total volume of space-time. If we assume furthermore that p
is a finite counting measure, we get into the framework of fermion systems in discrete
space-time as considered in [14], [13]. Thus Definition 2] is compatible with previous
papers, but it is slightly more general in that we allow for an infinite number of parti-
cles and an infinite space-time volume. These generalizations are useful for describing
the infinite volume limit of the systems analyzed in [I7, Section 2].

2.2. The Spin Space and the Euclidean Operator. For every x € F we define
the spin space S; by
Sy = z(H) ; (2.3)

it is a subspace of H of dimension at most 2n. On S, we introduce the spin scalar
product <.|.>= by

<ulv-, = —(u|zu)g (for all u,v € S;); (2.4)

it is an indefinite inner product of signature (p,q) with p,q < n. A wave function 1
is defined as a p-measurable function which to every x € M associates a vector of the
corresponding spin space,

Y M—3H  with P(z) e Sy forallze M. (2.5)

Thus the number of components of the wave functions at the space-time point z is
given by p 4 ¢. Having four-component Dirac spinors in mind, we are led to the case
of spin dimension two. Moreover, we impose that S, has maximal rank.

Definition 2.3. Let (H, T, p) be a fermion system of spin dimension two. A space-time
point x € M is called regular if S, has dimension four.

We remark that for points which are not regular, one could extend the spin space
to a four-dimensional vector space (see [17, Section 3.3] for a similar construction).
However, the construction of the spin connection in Section B.3] only works for regular
points. With this in mind, it seems preferable to always restrict attention to regular
points.

For a regular point z, the operator (—xz) on H has two positive and two negative
eigenvalues. We denote its positive and negative spectral subspaces by S} and S,
respectively. In view of (2.4]), these subspaces are also orthogonal with respect to the
spin scalar product,

S, =8S®S; .
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We introduce the Fuclidean operator €, by
¢, =-2':9,-85,.
It is obviously invariant on the subspaces SF. It is useful because it allows us to
recover the scalar product of H from the spin scalar product,
(U, v)gcls, x5, = <u|Ezv>=, . (2.6)

Often, the precise eigenvalues of z and &, will not be relevant; we only need to be
concerned about their signs. To this end, we introduce the Fuclidean sign operator s,
as a symmetric operator on S, whose eigenspaces corresponding to the eigenvalues 41
are the spaces S, and S, , respectively.

In order to relate two space-time points x,y € M we define the kernel of the
fermionic operator P(x,y) by

P(z,y) =7,y : Sy = Sa, (2.7)
where 7, is the orthogonal projection onto the subspace S, C H. The calculation
=<P(2,y) () [Y(@)=2 = (T2 y ¥ () |z d(2))s¢
= — (W) [yz d(x))sc = <P (y) | P(y, x) Y(x)=y
shows that this kernel is symmetric in the sense that
Pz, y)" = Py, z),

where the star denotes the adjoint with respect to the spin scalar product. The closed
chain is defined as the product

Apy = P(z,y) P(y,x) : Sy — Sy (2.8)
It is obviously symmetric with respect to the spin scalar product,
Ay = Azy - (2.9)

Moreover, as it is an endomorphism of S, we can compute its eigenvalues. The calcu-
lation A,y = (mpy)(myx) = 7y yx shows that these eigenvalues coincide precisely with
the non-trivial eigenvalues A\]Y,..., \j¥ of the operator zy as considered in Defini-
tion In this way, the kernel of the fermionic operator encodes the causal structure
of M. Considering the closed chain has the advantage that instead of working in the
high- or even infinite-dimensional Hilbert space H, it suffices to consider a symmetric
operator on the four-dimensional vector space S,. Then the appearance of complex
eigenvalues in Definition can be understood from the fact that the spectrum of
symmetric operators in indefinite inner product spaces need not be real, as complex
conjugate pairs may appear (for details see [24]).

2.3. The Connection to Dirac Spinors, Preparatory Considerations. From
the physical point of view, the appearance of indefinite inner products shows that we
are dealing with a relativistic system. In general terms, this can be understood from
the fact that the isometry group of an indefinite inner product space is non-compact,
allowing for the possibility that it may contain the Lorentz group.

More specifically, we have the context of Dirac spinors on a Lorentzian mani-
fold (M,g) in mind. In this case, the spinor bundle SM is a vector bundle, whose
fibre (S, M, <.|.>-) is a four-dimensional complex vector space endowed with an inner
product of signature (2,2). The connection to our Dirac systems is obtained by identi-
fying this vector space with (S, <.|.>,) as defined by (Z3]) and ([2Z4]). But clearly, in
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the context of Lorentzian spin geometry one has many more structures. In particular,
the Clifford multiplication associates to every tangent vector u € T, M a symmetric
linear operator on S, M. Choosing a local frame and trivialization of the bundle, the
Clifford multiplication can also be expressed in terms of Dirac matrices 4/ (x), which
satisfy the anti-communication relations

{7} =24"1. (2.10)

Furthermore, on the spinor bundle one can introduce the spinorial Levi-Civita connec-
tion V¢, which induces on the tangent bundle an associated metric connection.

The goal of the present paper is to construct objects for general Dirac systems
which correspond to the tangent space, the spin connection and the metric connection
in Lorentzian spin geometry and generalize these notions to the setting of a “Lorentzian
quantum geometry.” The key for constructing the tangent space is to observe that T, M
can be identified with the subspace of the symmetric operators on S, M spanned by
the Dirac matrices. The problem is that the anti-commutation relations (2.I0) are
not sufficient to distinguish this subspace, as there are many different representations
of these anti-commutation relations. We refer to such a representation as a Clifford
subspace. Thus in order to get a connection to the setting of spin geometry, we would
have to distinguish a specific Clifford subspace. The simplest idea for constructing the
spin connection would be to use a polar decomposition of P(x,y). Thus decompos-
ing P(x,y) as

Pz, y) =U(z) pla,y) Uy) ™"

with a positive operator p(z,y) and unitary operators U(x) and U(y), we would like
to introduce the spin connection as the unitary mapping

Dy, =U(y)U(z)™t : S, = S,. (2.11)

The problem with this idea is that it is not clear how this spin connection should give
rise to a corresponding metric connection. Moreover, one already sees in the simple
example of a regularized Dirac sea vacuum (see Section ) that in Minkowski space this
spin connection does not reduce to the trivial connection. Thus the main difficulty is
to modify (2.11) such as to obtain a spin connection which induces a metric connection
and becomes trivial in Minkowski space. This difficulty is of course closely related to
the problem of distinguishing a specific Clifford subspace.

The key for resolving these problems will be to use the Euclidean operator &, in a
specific way. In order to explain the physical significance of this operator, we point
out that, apart from the Lorentzian point of view discussed above, we can also go
over to the Fuclidean framework by considering instead of the spin scalar product
the scalar product on 3. In view of the identity (2.6]), the transition to the Euclidean
framework can be described by the Euclidean operator, which motivates its name. The
physical picture is that the Dirac systems of Definition 2] involve a regularization
which breaks the Lorentz symmetry. This fact becomes apparent in the Euclidean
operator, which allows us to introduce a scalar product on spinors (2.6]) which violates
Lorentz invariance. The subtle point in the constructions in this paper is to use the
Euclidean sign operator to distinguish certain Clifford subspaces, but in such a way that
the Lorentz invariance of the resulting objects is preserved. The connection between
the Euclidean operator and the regularization will become clearer in the examples of
Sections [ and [
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We finally give a construction which will not be needed later on, but which is
nevertheless useful to get a closer connection to Dirac spinors in relativistic quantum
mechanics. To this end, we consider wave functions v, ¢ of the form (ZH]) which are
square integrable. Setting

<lg> = /M <(@)|6(2) du() | (2.12)

the vector space of wave functions becomes an indefinite inner product space. Inter-
preting P(z,y) as an integral kernel, we can introduce the fermionic operator by

(PY)(z,y) = /M P(e,y) (y) du(y) -

Imposing an additional idempotence condition P2 = P, we obtain the fermionic pro-
jector as considered in [12] [14]. In this context, the inner product (2I2)) reduces to

the integral over Minkowski space [, ¥ (x)¢(x) d*z, where ¥¢ is the Lorentz invariant
inner product on Dirac spinors.

3. CONSTRUCTION OF A LORENTZIAN QUANTUM GEOMETRY

3.1. Clifford Extensions and the Tangent Space. We proceed with constructions
in the spin space (S,,<.|.>) at a fixed space-time point x € M. We denote the set
of symmetric linear endomorphisms of S, by Symm(S,); it is a 16-dimensional real
vector space.

We want to introduce the Dirac matrices, but without specifying a particular repre-
sentation. Since we do not want to prescribe the dimension of the resulting space-time,
it is preferable to work with the maximal number of five generators (for the minimal
dimensions of Clifford representations see for example [3]).

Definition 3.1. A five-dimensional subspace K C Symm(S,) is called o Clifford
subspace if the following conditions hold:

(i) For any u,v € K, the anti-commutator {u,v} = uwv + vu is a multiple of the
identity on S,.
(ii) The bilinear form (.,.) on K defined by

1
3 {u,v} = (u,v) 1 for all u,v e K (3.1)

is non-degenerate.
The set of all Clifford subspaces (K, (.,.)) is denoted by T.
Our next lemma characterizes the possible signatures of Clifford subspaces.

Lemma 3.2. The inner product (.,.) on a Clifford subspace has either the signa-
ture (1,4) or the signature (3,2). In the first (second) case, the inner product

< Ju.=z 2 Sp xS, —C (3.2)
is definite (respectively indefinite) for every vector u € K with (u,u) > 0.

Proof. Taking the trace of (B.]), one sees that the inner product on K can be extended
to all of Symm(S;) by

(,) ¢ Symm(S,) x Symm(S,) — C : (A, B) s % Tr(AB).
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A direct calculation shows that this inner product has signature (8, 8) (it is convenient
to work in basis of Symm(S,) given by the matrices (1,4%,iv%,7°+%, 07%) in the usual
Dirac representation; see [6l Section 2.4]).

Since (.,.) is assumed to be non-degenerate, it has a signature (p,5 — p) with a

parameter p € {0,...,5}. We choose a basis ey, ..., e4 of K where the bilinear form is
diagonal,
{ej,er} =256 1 with 50,...,8p—1 =1and sp,...,54 = —1. (3.3)

These basis vectors generate a Clifford algebra. Using the uniqueness results on Clifford
representations [29, Theorem 5.7], we find that in a suitable basis of S, the operators e;
have the basis representations

1 0 0 10 0 1
eO = CO <0 —]l> bl ea — Ca <_Zo.a 0a> b 64 — C4 <1 0) (34)

with coefficients
Co,...,Cp_lé{l,—l}, Cp,...,C4E{i,—i}.

Here o € {1,2,3}, and o® are the three Pauli matrices

(01 2 (0 —i 5 (10
"_<1 0)’ U_<z' 0)’ U‘(o -1)

In particular, one sees that the e; are all trace-free. We next introduce the ten bilinear
operators

ok = lejey, with 1<ij<k<5b.
Taking the trace and using that e; and e; anti-commute, one sees that the bilinear
operators are also trace-free. Furthermore, using the anti-commutation relations (3.3]),
one finds that

<0'jk7 Ulm> = sjsk 6jl5km .

Thus the operators {1,e;,0;1} form a pseudo-orthonormal basis of Symm(.S,).

In the cases p = 0 and p = 5, the operators o;, would span a ten-dimensional definite
subspace of Symm(S,), in contradiction to the above observation that Symm(S,) has
signature (8,8). Similarly, in the cases p = 2 and p = 4, the signature of Symm(S,)
would be equal to (7,9) and (11,5), again giving a contradiction. We conclude that
the possible signatures of K are (1,4) and (3,2).

We represent the spin scalar product in the spinor basis of (8.4 with a signature
matrix S,

Let us compute S. In the case of signature (1,4), the fact that the operators e; are
symmetric gives rise to the conditions

[S,e0] =0 and {S,e;} =0 forj=1,...,4. (3.5)

A short calculations yields S = Aep for A € R\ {0}. This implies that the bilinear
form <.|eg .- is definite. Moreover, a direct calculation shows that (3:2) is definite
for any vector u € K with (u,u) > 0.

In the case of signature (3,2), we obtain similar to ([3.5]) the conditions

[S,ej] =0 forj=0,1,2 and {S,e;} =0 forj=3,4.

It follows that S = iA\eszes. Another direct calculation yields that the bilinear form (3.2))
is indefinite for any v € K with (u,u) > 0. O



A LORENTZIAN QUANTUM GEOMETRY 9

We shall always restrict attention to Clifford subspaces of signature (1,4). This
is motivated physically because the Clifford subspaces of signature (3,2) only have
two spatial dimensions, so that by dimensional reduction we cannot get to Lorentzian
signature (1,3). Alternatively, this can be understood from the analogy to Dirac
spinors, where the inner product yu’ ;¢ is definite for any timelike vector u. Finally,
for the Clifford subspaces of signature (3,2) the constructions following Definition
would not work.

From now on, we implicitly assume that all Clifford subspaces have signature (1,4).
We next show that such a Clifford subspace is uniquely determined by a two-dimen-
sional subspace of signature (1,1).

Lemma 3.3. Assume that L C K is a two-dimensional subspace of a Clifford sub-
space K, such that that the inner product (.,.)|Lxr has signature (1,1). Then for every
Clifford subspace K the following implication holds:

LcCK = K=K.

Proof. We choose a pseudo-orthonormal basis of L, which we denote by (eg,ey).
Since e = 1, the spectrum of e is contained in the set {£1}. The calculation eg(eq +
1) =1+e9 = *(eg = 1) shows that the corresponding invariant subspaces are indeed
eigenspaces. Moreover, as the the bilinear form <.|eg.>~, is definite, the eigenspaces are
also definite. Thus we may choose a pseudo-orthonormal eigenvector basis (fi,...,f1)

where
1 0
€y = + <0 _1> .

We next consider the operator e4. Using that it anti-commutes with eg, is symmetric
and that (e4)? = —1, one easily sees that it has the matrix representation

ey = <v0—1 _0V> with Ve U(2).

Thus after transforming the basis vectors f3 and f4 by

<E> — —iV (E) , (3.6)
ai(D1).

Now suppose that K extends L to a Clifford subspace. We extend (eg,e4) to a
pseudo-orthonormal basis (eg,...,eq) of K. Using that the operators ej,es and eg
anti-commute with ey and e4 and are symmetric, we see that each of these operators

must be of the form A
0 (e}
€a = (_Aa 0 > (37)

with Hermitian 2 x 2-matrices A,. The anti-commutation relations (3.I]) imply that
the A, satisfy the anti-commutation relations of the Pauli matrices

{Aa,Aﬁ} — 9§98 .

The general representation of these relations is obtained from the Pauli matrices by
an SU(2)-transformation and possible sign flips,

A® =+Uc*U™r  with U € SU(2).

we can arrange that
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Since Us®U ™! = Og‘aﬁ with O € SO(3), we see that the A® are linear combinations
of the Pauli matrices. Hence the subspace spanned by the matrices e1, ez and e3 is
uniquely determined by L. It follows that K = K. O

In the following corollary we choose a convenient matrix representation for a Clifford
subspace.

Corollary 3.4. For every pseudo-orthonormal basis (eg,...,es) of a Clifford sub-
space K, we can choose a pseudo-orthonormal basis (fi,...,f4) of S,
<falfg> = Sa dap with s1=8y=1and s3=5s4=-1, (3.8)

such that the operators e; have the following matriz representations,

1 0 0 o (0 1
60::|:<0 _1>, ea::t<_a 00>’ (34:z<]l O>' (3.9)

Proof. As in the proof of Lemma B3] we can choose a pseudo-orthonormal basis
(f1,-..,fa) of Sy satisfying (B8.8) such that ey and e4 have the desired representation.
Moreover, in this basis the operators ey, ea and eg are of the form (3.7)). Hence by the

transformation of the spin basis
fl) -1 <f1> <f3> -1 <f3>
—U , —U ,
<f2 fo fa fa
we obtain the desired representation (3.9]). O

Our next step is to use the Euclidean sign operator to distinguish a specific subset
of Clifford subspaces. For later use, it is preferable to work instead of the Euclidean
sign operator with a more general class of operators defined as follows.

Definition 3.5. An operator v € Symm(S,) is called a sign operator if v>2 = 1 and
if the inner product <.|v .=, : Sy x Sy — C is positive definite.

Clearly, the Euclidean sign operator s, is an example of a sign operator.

Since a sign operator v is symmetric with respect to the positive definite inner
product <.|v.>, it can be diagonalized. Again using that the inner product <.|v.> is
positive, one finds that the eigenvectors corresponding to the eigenvalues +1 and —1 are
positive and negative definite, respectively. Thus we may choose a pseudo-orthonormal
basis ([B.8) in which v has the matrix representation v = diag(1,1,—1,—1). Hence in
this spin basis, v is represented by the matrix 7" (in the usual Dirac representation).
Thus by adding the spatial Dirac matrices, we can extend v to a Clifford subspace.
We now form the set of all such extensions.

Definition 3.6. For a given sign operator v, the set of Clifford extensions TV is
defined as the set of all Clifford subspaces containing v,

TY = {K Clifford subspace with v € K} .

After these preparations, we want to study how different Clifford subspaces or Clif-
ford extensions can be related to each other by unitary transformations. We denote the
group of unitary endomorphisms of S, by U(S,); it is isomorphic to the group U(2,2).
Thus for given K, K € T (or T¥) we want to determine the unitary operators U € U(S,)
such that

K=UKU"'. (3.10)
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Clearly, the subgroup exp(iR1) ~ U(1) is irrelevant for this problem, because in (3.10)
phase transformations drop out. For this reason, it is useful to divide out this group
by setting

9(Sz) = U(S,)/ exp(iR1) . (3.11)

We refer to G as the gauge group (this name is motivated by the formulation of
spinors in curved space-time as a gauge theory; see [10]). It is a 15-dimensional non-
compact Lie group whose corresponding Lie algebra is formed of all trace-free elements
of Symm(S,). It is locally isomorphic to the group SU(2,2) of U(2,2)-matrices with
determinant one. However, we point out that G it is not isomorphic to SU(2,2), be-
cause the four-element subgroup Z4 := exp(inZ1/2) C SU(2,2) is to be identified with
the neutral element in §. In other words, the groups are isomorphic only after dividing
out this discrete subgroup, § ~ SU(2,2)/Z;4.

Corollary 3.7. For any two Clifford subspaces K, K € T, there is a gauge transfor-
mation U € G such that (310) holds.

Proof. We choose spin bases (f,) and similarly (o) as in Corollary B4 and let U be
the unitary transformation describing the basis transformation. O

Next, we consider the subgroups of § which leave the sign operator v and possibly
a Clifford subspace K € TV invariant:

Gy = {U € G with UvU ™1 =v} (312)
Sox ={U €Gwith UvU ' =vand UKU ' = K} . '
We refer to these groups as the stabilizer subgroups of v and (v, K), respectively.

Lemma 3.8. For any Clifford extension K € TV, the stabilizer subgroups are related

by
Gy = exp(iRv) x G, K -
Furthermore,
v,k > (SU(2) x SU(2))/U(1) ~ SO(4) ,
where the group SO(4) acts on any pseudo-orthonormal basis (v,eq,...,eq) of K by

4
e;— Y Olej,  0eSOM). (3.13)
j=1
Proof. The elements of G, are represented by unitary operators which commute with v.
Thus choosing a spin frame where
1 0
v = <O —]l> , (3.14)
every U € G, can be represented as

0 W

Collecting phase factors, we can write

U:<V1 O> with  Vip € U(2).

i eiﬁ 0 Ul 0 .
U=e < 0 e_w> < 0 U2> with o, 8 € R and Uy 2 € SU(2) .
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As the two matrices in this expression obviously commute, we obtain, after dividing
out a global phase,

» =~ exp(iRv) x (SU(2) x SU(2))/exp(iR) . (3.15)

Let us consider the group SU(2) x SU(2) acting on the vectors of K by conjugation.

Obviously, UvU~! = v. In order to compute U e;U ~1 we first apply the identity
e (ip 1 + W) e 2% = jp' 1 + ' .

Taking the determinant of both sides, one sees that the vectors (p,w), (p/,w') € R?
have the same Euclidean norm. Thus the group SU(2) x SU(2) describes SO(4)-trans-
formations (B.I3). Counting dimensions, it follows that SU(2) x SU(2) is a covering
of SO(4). Next it is easy to verify that the only elements of SU(2) x SU(2) which
leave all 4%, i = 1,...,4, invariant are multiples of the identity matrix. We conclude
that (SU(2) x SU(2))/ exp(iR) ~ SO(4) (this can be understood more abstractly from
the fact that SU(2) x SU(2) = Spin(4); see for example [22] Chapter 1]).

To summarize, the factor SU(2) x SU(2) in (3.I5]) leaves K invariant and describes
the transformations (B.I3]). However, the only elements of the group exp(iRv) which

leave K invariant are multiples of the identity. This completes the proof. O

Our method for introducing the tangent space is to form equivalence classes of
Clifford extensions. To this end, we introduce on TV the equivalence relation

K~K <= thereis U € exp(iRv) with K = UKU . (3.16)

According to Corollary [3.7] and Lemma [B.8] there is only one equivalence class. In
other words, for any K, K € T* there is an operator U € exp(iRv) such that (ZI0)
holds. However, we point out that the operator U is not unique. Indeed, for two
choices U, U’, the operator U~'U’ is an element of exp(iRv) N 94,k , meaning that U
is unique only up to the transformations

U— +U and U— +ivU. (3.17)
The operator U gives rise to the so-called identification map
v . . -1
KK.K—)K.wr—)UwU . (3.18)

The freedom (B.I7)) implies that the mapping qb}i{ K 18 defined only up to a parity
transformation P which flips the sign of the orthogonal complement of v,

}{(,K — pPv ¢1I)2,K with Pw=—w 4+ 2<w’ ’U> v . (319)

As the identification map preserves the inner product (.,.), the quotient space TV/ ~
is endowed with a Lorentzian metric. We now take v as the Euclidean sign operator,
which seems the most natural choice.

Definition 3.9. The tangent space T, is defined by
T, = T° [ exp(iRsy) .
It is endowed with an inner product {.,.) of signature (1,4).

We point out that, due to the freedom to perform the parity transformations (3.19]),
the tangent space has no spatial orientation. In situations when a spatial orientation
is needed, one can fix the parity by distinguishing a class of representatives.
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Definition 3.10. A set of representatives W C T** of the tangent space is called parity
preserving if for any two K, K € U, the corresponding identification map (b;;’ X 18

of the form BI8) with U = 5% and B ¢ 5 + mZ. Then the parity preserving
identification map is defined by [BI8) with

_ 778z ._ Lifss _rT
U_UR,K =e and 66( 2,2>. (3.20)
By identifying the elements of U via the parity preserving identification maps, one can
give the tangent space a spatial orientation. In Section B4 we will come back to this
construction for a specific choice of U induced by the spin connection.

3.2. Synchronizing Generically Separated Sign Operators. In this section, we
will show that for two given sign operators v and ¥ (again at a fixed space-time
point x € M), under generic assumptions one can distinguish unique Clifford exten-
sions K € T¥ and K € T°. Moreover, we will construct the so-called synchronization
map UV, which transforms these two Clifford extensions into each other.

Definition 3.11. Two sign operators v,v are said to be generically separated if
their commutator [v,v] has rank four.

Lemma 3.12. Assume that v and v are two generically separated sign operators. Then
there are unique Clifford extensions K € T¥ and K € TY and a unique vector p € KNK
with the following properties:

(i) {v.p} =0=A0,p} (3.21)

(ii) K=¢PKe (3.22)

(iii) If {v,v} is a multiple of the identity, then p = 0. (3.23)
The operator p depends continuously on v and v.

Proof. Our first step is to choose a spin frame where v and ¢ have a simple form.
Denoting the spectral projector of v corresponding to the eigenvalue one by F, =
(1 +v)/2, we choose an orthonormal eigenvector basis (fi, f2) of the operator E40F,,
i.e.

E+7~}E+’E+(Sz) = diag(ul, 1/2) with v1,15 € R.

Setting f3 = (0 — v1)f1 and f4 = (0 — v2)f2, these vectors are clearly orthogonal to f;
and fo. They are both non-zero because otherwise the commutator [v, 7] would be
singular. Moreover, being orthogonal to the eigenspace of v corresponding to the
eigenvalue one, they lie in the eigenspace of v corresponding to the eigenvalue —1, and
are thus both negative definite. Moreover, the following calculation shows that they
are orthogonal,

<fslfam = <(0 — v1)f1[(D — vo)f2 = <f1](D — v1)(D — vo)f2i-
= <f1| (1 + v1ve — (1 +12)0) f2- =0,

where in the last step we used that fo and ©fy are orthogonal to f;. The image of f3
(and similarly f4) is computed by

0fs =0(0 —v1)fi = (1 —i0)f1 = —wafs + (1 — 7)) fr -
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We conclude that after normalizing fs3 and f4 by the replacement §; — §;//—=<fi| fi>,
the matrix v is diagonal ([8I4]), whereas o is of the form

cosh « 0 sinh « 0
- 0 cosh 8 0 —sinh g3 .
U= _snha 0 _cosha 0 with «, 5 > 0. (3.24)
0 sinh 0 —cosh 8

In the case a = f3, the anti-commutator {v, 0} is a multiple of the identity. Thus by
assumption (iii) we need to choose p = 0. Then K = K must be the Clifford subspace
spanned by the matrices e, ..., e in ([B.9]).

In the remaining case « # 3, a short calculation shows that any operator p which
anti-commutes with both v and ¥ is a linear combination of the matrix es and the
matrix ieges. Since p should be an element of K, its square must be a multiple of the
identity. This leaves us with the two cases

T T
p=—-¢e4 or p = — ieges (3.25)
2 2
for a suitable real parameter 7. In the first case, we obtain

o i ; 1 cosht 1sinh 7
ip ip _ J2ip,,
crve T =eu= <—]lsinh7' —]lcosh7'> )

A straightforward calculation yields that the anti-commutator of this matrix with o is
a multiple of the identity if and only if

cosh(a — 1) = cosh(B + 1),

determining 7 uniquely to 7 = (o — ()/2. In the second case in (3.25]), a similar
calculation yields the condition cosh(aw — 7) = cosh( — 7), which has no solution. We
conclude that we must choose p as

a—p

4

p= €y . (3.26)
In order to construct the corresponding Clifford subspaces K and K, we first replace @
by the transformed operator e *¢e’”. Then we are again in case a = 3 > 0, where
the unique Clifford subspace K is given by the span of the matrices eg, ..., ey in (3.9).
Now we can use the formula in (i) to define K; it follows by construction that ¥ € K.

In order to prove continuity, we first note that the constructions in the two cases a =
5 and a # (B obviously depend continuously on v and ©¥. Moreover, it is clear
from (B.26]) that p is continuous in the limit o — 8 — 0. This concludes the proof. [

Definition 3.13. For generically separated signature operators v,v, we denote the
unique clifford extension K in Lemma 312 as K»(® € T and refer to it as the
Clifford extension of v synchronized with o. Similarly, K> € T7 is the Clifford
extension of U synchronized with v. Moreover, we introduce the synchronization
map U™V := e,

According to Lemma [3.12] the synchronization map satisfies the relations

Uf),’l) — (UU,T))—l and Kf),(v) — U177UKU7(17)UU71~) )
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3.3. The Spin Connection. For the constructions in this section we need a stronger
version of Definition

Definition 3.14. The space-time points x,y € M are said to be properly timelike
separated if the closed chain Az, has a strictly positive spectrum and if the correspond-
ing eigenspaces are definite subspaces of S.

The condition that the eigenspaces should be definite ensures that A, is diagonal-
izable (as one sees immediately by restricting A;, to the orthogonal complement of
all eigenvectors). Let us verify that our definition is symmetric in « and y: Suppose
that Azyu = Au with u € S; and A € R\ {0}. Then the vector w := P(y,x)u € Sy, is
an eigenvector of A,, again to the eigenvalue A,

Ayew = P(y,z)P(xz,y) P(y,x)u = P(y,z) Agyu = AP(y,x)u = dw . (3.27)
Moreover, the calculation

A <ulu- = <u|Agyu- = <u| P(x,y) P(y, ) u>

= <P(y,z)u| Py, x)u> = <w|w> (3:28)
shows that w is a definite vector if and only if u is. We conclude that A,, has the
same eigenvalues as A;, and again has definite eigenspaces.

According to (3.28]), the condition in Definition B.14]that the spectrum of A, should
be positive means that P(y,x) maps positive and negative definite eigenvectors of A,
to positive and negative definite eigenvectors of A, respectively. This property will be
helpful in the subsequent constructions. But possibly this condition could be weakened
(for example, it seems likely that a spin connection could also be constructed in the
case that the eigenvalues of A, are all negative). But in view of the fact that in the
examples in Sections M and [l the eigenvalues of A, are always positive in timelike
directions, for our purposes Definition B.14] is sufficiently general.

For given space-time points z,y € M, our goal is to use the form of P(z,y)
and P(y,z) to construct the spin connection D, € U(Sy,S;) as a unitary trans-
formation

Dyy:Sy— Sy and Dy, = (Dyy) b = (Dpy)*: Se — Sy, (3.29)

which should have the additional property that it gives rise to an isometry of the
corresponding tangent spaces.

We now give the general construction of the spin connection, first in specific bases
and then in an invariant way. At the end of this section, we will list all the assumptions
and properties of the resulting spin connection (see Theorem B.20]). The corresponding
mapping of the tangent spaces will be constructed in Section B.41

Our first assumption is that the space-time points x and y should be properly
timelike separated (see Definition B.14]). Combining the positive definite eigenvectors
of Ay, we obtain a two-dimensional positive definite invariant subspace I, of the oper-
ator Ag,. Similarly, there is a two-dimensional negative definite invariant subspace I_.
Since Ay is symmetric, these invariant subspaces form an orthogonal decomposition,
Sy = I @ I_. We introduce the operator v, € Symm(S,) as an operator with the
property that I, and I_ are eigenspaces corresponding to the eigenvalues +1 and —1,
respectively. Obviously, v,y is a sign operator (see Definition [B.5]). Alternatively, it
can be characterized in a basis-independent way as follows.

Definition 3.15. The unique sign operator vy, € Symm(S,) which commutes with
the operator A,y is referred to as the directional sign operator of A,,.
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We next assume that the Euclidean sign operator and the directional sign operator
are generically separated at both x and y (see Definition BIT]). Then at the point z,

there is the unique Clifford extension K, := K;}”’(sz) € 7.7 of the directional sign
operator synchronized with the Euclidean sign operator (see Definition B.I3] and Def-
inition B.6] where for clarity we added the base point x as a subscript). Similarly,

at y we consider the Clifford extension K, := K;}yz’(sy) € 7,*". In view of the later
construction of the metric connection (see Section [3.4]), we need to impose that the
spin connection should map these Clifford extensions into each other, i.e.

Dyo Ky Dyy = Ky . (3.30)

To clarify our notation, we point out that by the subscript ,, we always denote an
object at the point x, whereas the additional comma ,, denotes an operator which
maps an object at y to an object at x. Moreover, it is natural to demand that

Vay = Dy Uya Dy o - (3.31)

We now explain the construction of the spin connection in suitably chosen bases of
the Clifford subspaces and the spin spaces. We will then verify that this construction
does not depend on the choice of the bases. At the end of this section, we will give a ba-
sis independent characterization of the spin connection. In order to choose convenient
bases at the point x, we set ey = v, and extend this vector to an pseudo-orthonormal
basis (eg, . ..,es4) of K. We then choose the spinor basis of Corollary B.4l Similarly,
at the point y we set ey = vy, and extend to a basis (eg,...,es) of Ky, which we
again represent in the form ([B.9). Since v,y and vy, are sign operators, the inner
products <.|vgy .5 and <.|vy, .-, are positive definite, and thus these sign operators
even have the representation ([B.I4]). In the chosen matrix representations, the condi-
tion (B.31I]) means that D, , is block diagonal. Moreover, in view of Lemma [3.8] the
conditions (3.30) imply that D, , must be of the form

0 D

. +
Doy (%S
:Biy

) with ¥, € R and Dy, € SU(2) . (3.32)

Next, as observed in (3.27) and (B.28), P(y,z) maps the eigenspaces of v,, to the
corresponding eigenspaces of vy,. Thus in our spinor bases, the kernel of the fermionic
operator has the form

Pr 0 Pro0 . \
P(z,y) = < O’y p- > , Py,z) = ( % p- > with Pyjfx = (P;'fy) (3.33)
.y Y.z

with invertible 2 x 2 matrices P;%y (and the star simply denotes complex conjugation
and transposition).

At this point, a polar decomposition of P;%y is helpful. Recall that any invertible
2 x 2-matrix X can be uniquely decomposed in the form X = RV with a positive
matrix R and a unitary matrix V € U(2) (more precisely, one sets R = vX*X
and V = R71X). Since in [3.32]) we are working with SU(2)-matrices, it is useful to
extract from V a phase factor. Thus we write

Pi(z,y) = €= RS, V5, (3.34)
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with 93, € R mod 27, R;, > 0and V;}, € SU(2), where s € {+, —}. Comparing (3.34)
with ([8:32), the natural ansatz for the spin connection is
: +
— i(ﬁiy'i"ﬂ;y) vay 0
Dy, = e o’ v, (3.35)
The construction so far suffers from the problem that the SU(2)-matrices V7, in
the polar decomposition (3.34]) are determined only up to a sign, so that there still is
the freedom to perform the transformations
Viy = Vo

x7y ’

95, — 9y (3.36)

If we flip the signs of both V", and V-, then the factor ey t24) i (333)) also flips

x7y,

its sign, so that D, , remains unchanged. The relative sign of foy and V., however,

does effect the ansatz (3.35]). In order to fix the relative signs, we need the following
assumption, whose significance will be clarified in Section below.

Definition 3.16. The space-time points x and y are said to be time-directed if the
phases 79;54 in (3.34)) satisfy the condition

Y/ s
19;2 — Uy & - -
Then we can fix the relative signs by imposing that

3T 3T
3= e (-5 ) u(n ) (3.37)
(this convention will become clear in Section [4.2]).

We next consider the behavior under the transformations of bases. At the point z,
the pseudo-orthonormal basis (vyy = eg,e1,...,e4) of Ky is unique up to SO(4)-
transformations of the basis vectors eq,...,es. According to Lemma[3.8] this gives rise
to a U(1) x SU(2) x SU(2)-freedom to transform the spin basis f1,...,fs (where U(1)
corresponds to a phase transformation). At the point y, we can independently perform
U(1) x SU(2) x SU(2)-transformations of the spin basis. This gives rise to the freedom
to transform the kernel of the fermionic operator by

P(x,y) = Uy P(z,y) Uy_1 and P(y,z) = Uy P(y,x) Ux—1 , (3.38)
where N
U, = e (% UE)_> with 8 € R and UF € SU(2) . (3.39)

The phase factors e**%= shift the angles ﬁ;y and v, by the same value, so that the dif-
ference of these angles entering Definition 316 are not affected. The SU(2)-matrices U,
and U, !, on the other hand, modify the polar decomposition ([3.34]) by

Ve, = UsVe, WU, Ry, — USRS, (U™ .
The transformation law of the matrices V7, ensures that the ansatz (3.33) is indeed
independent of the choice of bases. We thus conclude that this ansatz indeed defines

a spin connection.
The result of our construction is summarized as follows.

Definition 3.17. Two space-time points x,y € M are said to be spin-connectable
if the following conditions hold:

(a) The points x and y are properly timelike separated (see Definition [3.17)).
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(b) The directional sign operator vay, of Asy is generically separated from the Eu-
clidean sign operator s, (see Definitions[318 and[311]). Likewise, vy, is gener-
ically separated from s,.

(¢c) The points x and y are time-directed (see Definition [316]).

The spin connection D is the set of spin-connectable pairs (z,y) together with the cor-
responding maps D, € U(Sy, Sy) which are uniquely determined by [3.35]) and (337),
D ={((z,y), Dz y) with x,y spin-connectable} .

We conclude this section by compiling properties of the canonical spin connec-
tion and by characterizing it in a basis independent way. To this end, we want to
rewrite (3:34]) in a way which does not refer to our particular bases. First, using (3.33])
and (B.34)), we obtain for the closed chain

2
Ay =Pl Play = (V7 20 (3.40)

Taking the inverse and multiplying by P(z,y), the operators R;ty drop out,
1 ez‘ﬂ;{y |V 0
Az Plx,y) = Ly .
Y ( y) ( 0 e“%y Vx_,y

Except for the relative phases on the diagonal, this coincides precisely with the defini-
tion of the spin connection (3.35]). Since in our chosen bases, the operator v,, has the
matrix representation (B.I4]), this relative phase can be removed by multiplying with
the operator exp(ipzyvgy), Where

1 _
oy = —3 (0%, —92,) - (3.41)
Thus we can write the spin connection in the basis independent form

. _1
Dx,y = eZ‘Pacy Vzy Axy2 P(.Z', y) . (342)

Obviously, the value of ¢, in (B.41)) is also determined without referring to our bases
by using the condition (B.30). This makes it possible to reformulate our previous
results in a manifestly invariant way.

Lemma 3.18. There is ¢,y € R such that Dy, defined by B.42) satisfies the condi-

tions 3:29) and
(D) ' Ky Dy = Kysr - (3.43)

The phase gy is determined up to multiples of 5.

Definition 3.19. The space-time points x and y are said to be time-directed if the
phase pgy in B.42) satisfying (B3.43)) is not a multiple of .

We then uniquely determine ¢, by the condition
3mom w37
- == — — . 44
e (-T-3)v(37) (3:44)
Theorem 3.20. (characterization of the spin connection) Assume that the

points x,y are spin-connectable (see Definitions [3.17 and [3.13). Then the spin con-
nection of Definition [3.17 is uniquely characterized by the following conditions:

(i) Dg,y is of the form [BA42) with @4, in the range (B:44).
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(ii) The relation B30) holds,
Dy, KpyDyy =Ky

The spin connection has the properties

Dyy = (Dry) ™" = (Day)* (3.45)
Axy = D:c,y Ay:c Dy,x (346)
Uy = D:c,y Uy Dy,x . (347)

Proof. The previous constructions show that the conditions (i) and (ii) give rise to a
unique unitary mapping D, , € U(Sy,S;), which coincides with the spin connection
of Definition B.I7l Since ¢, is uniquely fixed, it follows that

Pyzr = —Pzxy »

and thus it is obvious from (3.42]) that the identity D, ., = D, é holds.
The identity ([3.46]) follows from the calculation

. _1 . _1
Dy Ays = (ewzy Y Agy P, y)>AyI = " Ay Ay P(,y)
. _1
= Agcy <624P:cy ey Ay P(z, y)) = Awy Dy,

where we applied ([3.42]) and used that the operators A, and v,, commute.

The relations (3.46) and (3.45]) show that the operators A,, and A,, are mapped
to each other by the unitary transformation D, ,. As a consequence, these operators
have the same spectrum, and D, , also maps the corresponding eigenspaces to each
other. This implies ([B.47) (note that this identity already appeared in our previous
construction; see ([B.31])). O

3.4. The Induced Metric Connection, Parity-Preserving Systems. The spin
connection induces a connection on the corresponding tangent spaces, as we now ex-
plain. Suppose that x and y are two spin-connectable space-time points. According
to Lemma [3.12] the signature operators s, and v, distinguish two Clifford subspaces
at z. One of these Clifford subspaces was already used in the previous section; we

denoted it by K, := K;)”’(S”) (see also Definition B.13)). Now we will also need the

other Clifford subspace, which we denote by Kg(gy) = K;”’(v”). It is an element of T«
and can therefore be regarded as a representative of the tangent space. We denote the
corresponding synchronization map by U, = U%v%2 i.e.

Koy = Uy KV U,

Similarly, at the point y we represent the tangent space by the Clifford subspace Kém) =
ngy’(vy”) € 7% and denote the synchronization map by U, = U"=*%v.
Suppose that a tangent vector w, € T}, is given. We can regard u, as a vector

in KZSI). By applying the synchronization map, we obtain a vector in K,
Uye = Uya iy Uy € Ky . (3.48)

According to Theorem [B.20] (ii), we can now “parallel transport” the vector to the
Clifford subspace K,
Upy = Dy g Uyg Dy o € Ky . (3.49)
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Finally, we apply the inverse of the synchronization map to obtain the vector
Up 1= Upy gy Usy € KV . (3.50)

As K éy) is a representative of the tangent space T and all transformations were unitary,
we obtain an isometry from T}, to T}.

Definition 3.21. The isometry between the tangent spaces defined by
Vaoy 1 Ty = Tp @ Uy = ug
s referred to as the metric connection corresponding to the spin connection D.

By construction, the metric connection satisfies the relation
Vy@ = (nyy)_l ‘

We would like to introduce the notion that the metric connection preserves the
spatial orientation. This is not possible in general, because in view of ([B.19) the
tangent spaces themselves have no spatial orientation. However, using the notions of
Definition we can introduce a spatial orientation under additional assumptions.

Definition 3.22. A causal fermion system of spin dimension two is said to be parity
preserving if for every point x € M, the set

U(z) := {KW with y spin-connectable to x}
is parity preserving (see Definition [310).

Provided that this condition holds, the identification maps qﬁjg X with K, K € U(x) can
be uniquely fixed by choosing them in the form (B.I8) with U according to (8.20). De-

noting the corresponding equivalence relation by 937 we introduce the space-oriented
tangent space T by

T® =Uz)/ 2 .

Considering the Clifford subspaces K@Sx) and K as representatives of 7,7 and T,?,
respectively, the above construction ([B48])-(3.50) gives rise to the parity preserving
metric connection

Vi : TZSB—>T§B DUy Uy

3.5. A Distinguished Direction of Time. For spin-connectable points we can dis-
tinguish a direction of time.

Definition 3.23. (Time orientation of space-time) Assume that the points x,y €
M are spin-connectable. We say that y lies in the future of x if the phase .y as
defined by [B42)) and ([B:44) is positive. Otherwise, y is said to lie in the past of x.

We denote the points in the future of x by V(). Likewise, the points in the past
of y are denoted by I (x). We also introduce the set

I(z) =I"(x) UL () ;
it consists of all points which are spin-connectable to x.
Taking the adjoint of ([3.42]) and using that D} , = D, ., one sees that ¢, = —py..
Hence y lies in the future of x if and only if x lies in the past of y. Moreover, as all the

conditions in Definition B.I7] are stable under perturbations of y and the phase y, is
continuous in y, we know that ZV(x) and Z”(x) are open subsets of M.



A LORENTZIAN QUANTUM GEOMETRY 21

On the tangent space, we can also introduce the notions of past and future, albeit
in a completely different way. We first give the definition and explain afterwards how
the different notions are related. Recall that, choosing a representative K € T%* of
the tangent space T, every vector u € T, can be regarded as a vector in the Clifford
subspace K. According to Lemma [3:2] the bilinear form <.|u.>, on S, is definite
if (u,u) > 0. Using these facts, the following definition is independent of the choice of
the representatives.

Definition 3.24. (Time orientation of the tangent space)

timelike if (u,u) >0
A wvector u € T,, is called spacelike if (u,u) <0
lightlike if (u,u) =0.

We denote the timelike vectors by I, C T,.

future-directed if <.|u.>=5 >0

A vector u € I 1s called { past-directed  if <.|u.=, < 0.

We denote the future-directed and past-directed vectors by I,/ and I, respectively.

x ’

In order to clarify the connection between these definitions, we now construct a
mapping which to every point y € Z(z) associates a timelike tangent vector y, € I,
such that the time orientation is preserved. To this end, for given y € Z(z) we consider
the operator

Lyy = —iDyy P(y,x) : Sy — Sy
and symmetrize it,

1

3 (Lay + L;y) € Symm(S;) .
The square of this operator need not be a multiple of the identity, and therefore it
cannot be regarded as a vector of a Clifford subspace. But we can take the orthogonal
projection prg., ~of My onto the Clifford subspace Ky C Symm(S;) (with respect to
the inner product (.,.)), giving us a vector in K,. Just as in (350), we can apply the
synchronization map to obtain a vector in Kg(cy), which then represents a vector of the
tangent space T,,. We denote this vector by 7, and refer to it as the time-directed
tangent vector of y in T},

Yo = Uy Drrc,, (May) Usy € KW (3.51)

My, =

Moreover, it is useful to introduce the directional tangent vector g, of y in T}, by
synchronizing the directional sign operator v,

Yo := Um_yl Vzy ny € K;gy) . (352)

By definition of the sign operator, the inner product <.|vgy.>-, is positive definite.
Since the synchronization map is unitary, it follows that the vector ¢, is a future-
directed unit vector in 7.

Proposition 3.25. For any y € Z(x), the time-directed tangent vector of y in T, is
timelike, y, € I.. Moreover, the time orientation of the space-time points x,y € M
(see Definition[3.23) agrees with the time orientation of y, € Ty (see Definition[3.27),

yelV(z) =y, €1 and yeINz) =y, €I .
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Moreover,
Yo = i sin(pay) Tr (A%y) o - (3.53)
Proof. From (3.42]) one sees that
Ly = — ety Vay Ag%y and My = sin(@gy) Vay Aéy .
We again choose the pseudo-orthonormal basis (eg = vgy,€1,...,e4) of Ky and the

spinor basis of Corollary B4l Then v,, has the form (3.I4]), whereas A, is block
diagonal ([3:40]). Since the matrices ey, ...e4 vanish on the block diagonal, the opera-
tors e; My, are trace-free for j = 1,...,4. Hence the projection of M, is proportional
to Vgy,

1 1
1 sin(gzy) Tr <A£y) Uy -

erxy(Mx ) =

By synchronizing we obtain (3.53]).
The trace in (353]) is positive because the operator A,, has a strictly positive
spectrum (see Definition B.14]). Moreover, in view of (B8.44]) and Definition 3:23] the
factor sin(yzy) is positive if and only if y lies in the future of x. Since 7, is future-

directed, we conclude that y, € I/ if and only if y € 7V (z). O

3.6. Reduction of the Spatial Dimension. We now explain how to reduce the
dimension of the tangent space to four, with the desired Lorentzian signature (1, 3).

Definition 3.26. A causal fermion system of spin dimension two is called chirally
symmetric if to every x € M we can associate a spacelike vector u(z) € T, which is
orthogonal to all directional tangent vectors,

(wW(@),92) =0 forally € I(x),
and is parallel with respect to the metric connection, i.e.
uw(x) = Vg u(y) for ally € I(x) .

Definition 3.27. For a chirally symmetric fermion system, we introduce the reduced
tangent space 7 by
T = (u,)t C T, .

Clearly, the reduced tangent space has dimension four and signature (1,3). Moreover,
the operator V, , maps the reduced tangent spaces isometrically to each other. The

local operator e5 := —iu/v/—u? takes the role of the pseudoscalar matrix.

3.7. Curvature and the Splice Maps. We now introduce the curvature of the met-
ric connection and the spin connection and explain their relation. Since our formalism
should include discrete space-times, we cannot in general work with an infinitesimal
parallel transport. Instead, we must take two space-time points and consider the spin
or metric connection, which we defined in Sections [B.3] and [3.4] as mappings between
the corresponding spin or tangent spaces. By composing such mappings, we can form
the analog of the parallel transport along a polygonal line. Considering closed polygo-
nal loops, we thus obtain the analog of a holonomy. Since on a manifold, the curvature
at x is immediately obtained from the holonomy by considering the loops in a small
neighborhood of z, this notion indeed generalizes the common notion of curvature to
causal fermion systems.
We begin with the metric connection.
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Definition 3.28. Suppose that three points x,y,z € M are pairwise spin-connectable.
Then the metric curvature R is defined by

R(z,y,2) =V yVy V.o : T, = T, . (3.54)

Let us analyze this notion, for simplicity for parity-preserving systems. According
to [B.48)-(B.50), for a given tangent vector u, € Kém) we have

Veguy =Uu, Ut € K¥  with  U=Uy} DyyUys .
Composing with V ., we obtain
V.aVayt, = Uu,U "t € K@)
with

1 z —1
U=U' Do (U Uy ) Uit ) Dy Ue

where UIS(””(Z) ) is the unitary operator (3.20) of the identification map. We see that

K
the composition of the metric connection can be written as the product of spin con-

nections, joined by the product of unitary operators in the brackets which synchronize
and identify suitable Clifford extensions. We give this operator product a convenient
name.

Definition 3.29. The unitary mapping
UMW = U, Ugz e Uyt € U(S,)

is referred to as the splice map. A causal fermion system of spin dimension two is
called Clifford-parallel if all splice maps are trivial.

Using the splice maps, the metric curvature can be written as
R(z,y,2) : K& = K& : uy s U, U1
where the unitary mapping U is given by
U=U. U D,, U D, . UY D, U,. . (3.55)

Thus two factors of the spin connection are always joined by an intermediate splice
map.

We now introduce the curvature of the spin connection. The most obvious way is to
simply replace the metric connection in (3.54]) by the spin connection. On the other

hand, the formula ([B.53]) suggests that it might be a good idea to insert splice maps.
As it is a-priori not clear which method is preferable, we define both alternatives.

Definition 3.30. Suppose that three points x,y,z € M are pairwise spin-connectable.
Then the unspliced spin curvature K" is defined by

R(2,y,2) =Dz yDy.D,y o Sy — Sz . (3.56)
The (spliced) spin curvature is introduced by
R(z,y,2) =UW D, , U D, .UM D, Sy — S, (3.57)

Clearly, for Clifford-parallel systems, the spliced and unspliced spin curvatures coin-
cide. But if the causal fermion system is not Clifford-parallel, the situation is more
involved. The spliced spin curvature and the metric curvature are compatible in the
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sense that, after unitarily transforming to the Clifford subspace K., the following
identity holds,

Usz R(x,y, 2) UI_Z1 Ky = Ky 0 v Rz, y, 2) vR(x,y, 2)" .

Thus the metric curvature can be regarded as “the square of the spin curvature.”

We remark that the systems considered in Section H will all be Clifford parallel.
In the examples in Section [, however, the systems will not be Clifford parallel. In
these examples, we shall see that it is indeed preferable to work with the spliced spin
connection (for a detailed explanation Section [5.4]).

We conclude this section with a construction which will be useful in Section Bl In
the causal fermion systems considered in these sections, in every space-time point there
is a distinguished representative of the tangent space, making it possible to introduce
the following notion.

Definition 3.31. We denote the set of five-dimensional subspaces of Symm(H) by
S5(H); it carries the topology induced by the operator norm ([2.1)). A continuous map-
ping K which to very space-time point associates a representative of the corresponding
tangent space,

R: M — 65(H) with R(z) € T%*  forallz e M,

is referred to as a representation map of the tangent spaces. The system (H,F, p, R)
is referred to as a causal fermion system with distinguished representatives of the
tangent spaces.

If we have distinguished representatives of the tangent spaces, the spin connection can
be combined with synchronization and identification maps such that forming compo-
sitions of this combination always gives rise to intermediate splice maps.

Definition 3.32. Suppose that our fermion system is parity preserving and has distin-
guished representatives of the tangent spaces. Introducing the splice maps U_|') and U'('|

by

Uy =y

A(z) KLY Uy  and  UP = (UY)" = Uy U

Yy K;y),ﬁ(x) ’
we define the spliced spin connection D) by
Dipyy =U¥ D, U+ S, — S, .
Our notation harmonizes with Definition in that
vl gl = gWl=)
Forming compositions and comparing with Definition B.29] one readily finds that
Day) Diy.z) = Us'cy) Dy y Uﬁ”‘z) Dy, Uz(w"
Proceeding iteratively, one sees that the spin curvature ([B.57]) can be represented by
R(z,y,2) =V Diyyy Doy Doy VF with VvV =UL

Thus up to the unitary transformation V', the spin curvature coincides with the holo-
nomy of the spliced spin connection.
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3.8. Causal Sets and Causal Neighborhoods. The relation “lies in the future of”
introduced in Definition [3.23] reminds of the partial ordering on a causal set. In order
to explain the connection, we first recall the definition of a causal set (for details see
for example [7]).

Definition 3.33. A set C with a partial order relation < is a causal set if the
following conditions hold:

(i) Irreflexivity: For all x € C, we have x £ x.
(ii) Transitivity: For all x,y,z € C, we have x<y and y<z implies x<z.
(iii) Local finiteness: For all x,z € C, the set {y € C with x<y=<z} is finite.

Our relation “lies in the future of” agrees with (i) because the sign operators s, and v,
coincide, and therefore every space-time point x is not spin-connectable to itself. The
condition (iii) seems an appropriate assumption for causal fermion systems in discrete
space-time (in particular, it is trivial if M is a finite set). In the setting when space-
time is a general measure space (M, p), it is natural to replace (iii) by the condition
that the set {y € C with z<y=<z} has finite measure. The main difference between
our setting and a causal set is that the relation “lies in the future of” is in general not
transitive, so that (ii) is violated. However, it seems reasonable to weaken (ii) by a
local condition of transitivity. We now give a possible definition.

Definition 3.34. A subset U C M is called future-transitive if for all pairwise
spin-connectable points x,y,z € U the following implication holds:

yeZV(x) and z€ T (y) = z€TI'(x).

A causal fermion system of spin dimension two is called locally future-transitive
if every point x € M has a neighborhood U which is future-transitive.

This definition ensures that M locally includes the structure of a causal set. As we shall
see in the examples of Sections 4 and Bl Dirac sea configurations without regularization
in Minkowski space or on globally hyperbolic Lorentzian manifolds are indeed locally
future-transitive. However, it still needs to be investigated if Definition [3.34] applies
to quantum space-times of physical interest.

4. EXAMPLE: THE REGULARIZED DIRAC SEA VACUUM

As a first example, we now consider Dirac spinors in Minkowski space. Taking H
as all the space of all negative-energy solutions of the Dirac equation, we construct a
corresponding causal fermion system. We show that the notions introduced in Section [3]
give back the usual causal and geometric structures of Minkowski space.

We first recall the basics and fix our notation (for details see for example [6] or [12]
Chapter 1]). Let (M, ({.,.)) be Minkowski space (with the signature convention (+ —
——)) and du the standard volume measure (thus du = d*z in a reference frame x =
(2°,...,2%)). Naturally identifying the spinor spaces at different space-time points and
denoting them by V = C*, we write the free Dirac equation for particles of mass m > 0
as

(i) — m) ¥ = ("0 — m) ¥ = 0, (4.1)
where +* are the Dirac matrices in the Dirac representation, and 1 : M — V are
the four-component complex Dirac spinors. The Dirac spinors are endowed with an
inner product of signature (2,2), which is usually written as ¢, where ¢ = A0
is the adjoint spinor. For notational consistency, we denote this inner product on V'
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by <.|.>. The free Dirac equation has plane wave solutions, which we denote by ¥
with k& € R3 and a € {1,2}. They have the form

1 ottilE
Py ($) — e:szt-Hk:c
ka+t (27‘(‘)

Xﬁaia (42)

W

where # = (t,%) and w := 1/|k|2 + m2. Here the spinor Xi.se 18 @ solution of the
algebraic equation

(¥ —m)xge =0, (4.3)
where ¥ = k/; and k = (fw, /;) Using the normalization convention
“XFat X = Foaar »
the projector onto the two-dimensional solution space of (4.3)) can be written as

F+m

—2m =+ Z |Xl;a:|:>_<xl;a:l:| . (4.4)
a=1,2

The frequency +w of the plane wave ([4.2)) is the energy of the solution. More generally,
by a negative-energy solution 1 of the Dirac equation we mean a superposition of plane
wave solutions of negative energy,

by =Y / @k ga(F) bz, (2) | (4.5)

a=1,2

Dirac introduced the concept that in the vacuum all negative-energy states should be
occupied forming the so-called Dirac sea. Following this concept, we want to introduce
the Hilbert space (H,(.,.)s¢) as the space of all negative-energy solutions, equipped
with the usual scalar product obtained by integrating the probability density

Wb =2 [ <wlt2)h (e, 7)- d7. (46)
t=const
Note that the plane-wave solutions ¢  cannot be considered as vectors in H, be-
cause the normalization integral (A6l diverges. But for the superposition (LX), the
normalization integral is certainly finite for test functions g, (k) € C§°(R3), making
it possible to define (H, (.,.)5¢) as the completion of such wave functions. Then due
to current conservation, the integral in (4.6]) is time independent. For the plane-wave
solutions, one can still make sense of the normalization integral in the distributional
sense. Namely, a short computation gives

2mw -
T (P LT — Saar 03(k — k') . (4.7)

The completeness of the plane-wave solutions can be expressed by the Plancherel
formula

3
b(z) = % Y /i—j Ve (2) (W, [¢)  forall ¢ € 3. (4.8)

a=1,2
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4.1. Construction of the Causal Fermion System. In order to construct a causal
fermion system of spin dimension two, to every x € M we want to associate a self-
adjoint operator F'(z) € L(H), having at most two positive and at most two negative
eigenvalues. By identifying = with F'(z), we then get into the setting of Definition 211
The idea is to define F'(z) as an operator which describes the correlations of the wave
functions at the point x,

(Y[F(x)p)sc = —=ip(z)|p(x)- . (4.9)

As the spin scalar product has signature (2,2), this ansatz incorporates that F(z)
should be a self-adjoint operator with at most two positive and at most two negative
eigenvalues. Using the completeness relation (4.8]), F'(z) can be written in the explicit
form

3 3 1./
F(z) 6 = / h / O e <t (@) (@)= (g | B (4.10)

Unfortunately, this simple method does not give rise to a well-defined operator F'(z).
This is obvious in (£9]) because the wave functions 1, ¢ € H are in general not contin-
uous and could even have a singularity at x. Alternatively, in (.I0) the momentum
integrals will in general diverge. This explains why we must introduce an ultravi-
olet regularization. We do it in the simplest possible way by inserting convergence
generating factors,

Bk _- BE e
Fe(z)¢ Z / _/ 5 e 2

o (4.11)
X g =<tbp (@), (x)= (b, |P)ac,

where the parameter € > 0 is the length scale of the regularization. Note that this reg-
ularization is spherically symmetric, but the Lorentz invariance is broken. Moreover,
the operator F'¢(x) is no longer a local operator, meaning that space-time is “smeared
out” on the scale €.

In order to show that F* defines a causal fermion system, we need to compute the
eigenvalues of F*(x). To this end, it is helpful to write F similar to a Gram matrix
as

Fo(z) = =05 (12)" (4.12)
where ¢, is the operator
EV s H o ue - Z ﬂe_g_w Yy <z (x)|u- (4.13)
T T = 2w ka— ka— ’

and the star denotes the adjoint with respect to the corresponding inner products <.|.>-
and (.,.)5. From this decomposition, one sees right away that F°(z) has at most two
positive and at most two negative eigenvalues. Moreover, these eigenvalues coincide
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with those of the operator —(:5)*:5 : V — V, which can be computed as follows:
)= Z N CEEY e (@) Wy gt <y ()
NS / e e (x) <, (2)|us (4.14)
T =12
@ m /d3l<: ew kf +m /d3k: o —wzm—l—m " (4.15)

where in the last step we used the spherical symmetry.

Proposition 4.1. For any € > 0, the operator F¢(z) : H — H has rank four and has
two positive and two negative eigenvalues. The mapping

F:M—=93:x— F(x)

is injective. Identifying x with F(x) and introducing the measure p* = Fep on F as
the push-forward 2.2, the resulting tupel (H,F, p®) is a causal fermion system of spin
dimension two. Every space-time point is reqular (see Definition[2.3).

More specifically, the non-trivial eigenvalues vy, ... ,vy of the operator F¢(x) are
szygz/%e_w(—w—l—m) <0
ngyiz/%e_ew (w+m) >0.
The corresponding eigenvectors {1, ...,f; are given by
o) = - ii(ea). (1.16)

where (eo) denotes the canonical basis of V = C%.

Proof. 1t is obvious from (£.I5]) that e, is an eigenvector basis of the operator —(¢5)* 5,

— (12) 5 0 = Vata . (4.17)
Next, the calculation

Fo(z) (15ea) = 15 (= (15)"45 ) ea = ¥4 (15 ¢a)

shows that the vectors f5, are eigenvectors of F°(z) corresponding to the same eigen-
values (our normalization convention will be explained in (£I8]) below).

To prove the injectivity of F°, assume that F©(z) = F°(y). We consider the expec-
tation value (|(F(x) — F°(y))¢)gc. Since this expectation value vanishes for all ¢
and v, we conclude from (4.I1]) that

<Yp (@), ()= = <Y, (Y)[bga—(y)=

for all a,a’ € {1,2} and k, k" € R3. Using (2, the left and right side of this equation
are plane waves of the form e!*=*)2 and i(h=K)y respectively. We conclude that = =
Y. O
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We now introduce for every x € M the spin space (S5, <.|.>;) by 23) and 2.4]).
By construction, the eigenvectors f5,(z) in (£I06]) form a basis of S5. Moreover, this
basis is pseudo-orthonormal, as the following calculation shows:

<fa(@)lf5(2)-2 = — (o (@) [F*(2) f5(x))sc = —v5 (fo ()5 (2))ac

1 1
= (taealtzes)sc = ~e <ea|(t5) G ep
V€
©In V—f <eales = Sa bas , (4.18)
«

where we again used the notation of Corollary B.4l It is useful to always identify the
inner product space (V, <.|.>) (and thus also the spinor space S;M; see before (4.1))
with the spin space (Sg, <.|.>-;) via the isometry J5 given by

Jo 0 Se M~V — S5 e = fo (). (4.19)

Then, as the §*(x) form an eigenvector basis of F¢(z), the Euclidean operator takes
the form

se=17". (4.20)
Moreover, we obtain a convenient matrix representation of the kernel of fermionic
operator (2.7]), which again under the identification of x with F¢(x) we now write as

P(z,y) = Tpe(z) F*(y) - (4.21)

Lemma 4.2. In the spinor basis (eo) given by (4I9]), the kernel of the fermionic
operator takes the form

d*k .
P(a,y) = / T ) 682 — ) Ok K. (4.22)
T
Proof. Using (2.4), we find that <.|m,y.>, = —(.|zy.)5c. Thus, applying Proposi-

tion Al we find
<fa(@)|P*(z,y) F3(y) =2
= —(fa(@)|F°(x) F<(y) §3(y))ac = —(F°(2) fo (@) | F°(y) f3(y)) ¢ (4.23)
= =5 (o (@)i3(W))sc = —(iealiyes)sc = —<eal(t3) "t ep- -

Identifying §5(x) and §5(y) with e,, we conclude that the kernel of the fermionic
operator has the representation

d®k
Py = () == 3 [ S8 e g, ()<, )

a=1,2

(iw) Eh ko) —cw
D om 3 [ e e (@), (1)

2w (2m)* e rm).

where again k = (—w, l;) Carrying out the k% integration in ([£22]) gives the result. [J
We point out that in the limit € N\, 0 when the regularization is removed, P¢(z,y)
converges to the Lorentz invariant distribution

d*k

P(z,y) = / 201 (F +m) 5(k* = m®) O(—=k") e~ M0, (4.24)
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This distribution is supported on the lower mass shell and thus describes the Dirac
sea vacuum where all negative-energy solutions are occupied. It is the starting point
of the fermionic projector approach (see [12, [18]).

With the spin space (S5, <.|.=3), the Euclidean operator (£20) and the kernel
of the fermionic operator ([@22]), we have introduced all the objects needed for the
constructions in Section Bl Before analyzing the resulting geometric structures in
detail, we conclude this subsection by computing the Fourier integral in ([{22]) and
discussing the resulting formulas. Setting

E=y—z (4.25)
and t = €9, r = |€], p = ||, we obtain
e : d'k 2 2 0y iké —elkO|
Pe(z,y) = (i@, +m) (27?)45(k —m°)O(—k") e e

(2m)* 9v/E2 + m2
i o dp ! p2 —(e+it)\/p2+m? _—iprcosf
_(Zax“‘m)/(; m/_ldcose\/ﬁe e
. 1 [ dp p —(e+it)\/p2+m? _:
= (i@, +m) ;/0 @ R e~ (EFDVP sin(pr)
m? Ki(my/r?+ (e +it)?)

(27)3  m/r2 + (e +it)2

where the last integral was calculated using [25, formula (3.961.1)]. Here the square
root and the Bessel functions Ky, K are defined using a branch cut along the negative
real axis. Carrying out the derivatives, we obtain

P(z,y) = a=(€)(§ — ie7°) + B=(6)1

with the smooth functions

(4.26)

= (i@, +m)

m* <K0(z)

2n)3 +2 Kl(Z)) )

22 23

Qe (f) =—i

where we set

z=m\/r?2+ (e +1it)?.
Due to the regularization, P*(x,y) is a smooth function. However, in the limit € \ 0,
singularities appear on the light cone {¢2 = 0} (for details see [I5 §4.4]). This can
be understood from the fact that the Bessel functions Ky(z) and Ki(z) have poles
at z = 0, leading to singularities on the light cone if ¢ N\, 0. But using that the

Bessel functions are smooth for z #£ 0, one also sees that away from the light cone, P*®
converges pointwise (even locally uniformly) to a smooth function. We conclude that

P(ry) 0 Playy) €240 (4.28)

and

Pz, y) = (&) £+ B(E) 1 (4.29)
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where the functions o and 8 can be written in terms of real-valued Bessel functions as

m3 Y, m\/_ ) + ie( 50 J1 m\/7 m3 Ky (my/—€2)

2
O =0 g e T
20 d
a(§) = —E@Mf)
(and € denotes the step function €¢(z) = 1 if > 1 and e(x) = —1 otherwise). These
functions have the expansion
l 1 m 9
o€ =~ g + 0(5—2) and (€)=~ +O(log(€) . (431)

4.2. The Geometry without Regularization. We now enter the analysis of the
geometric objects introduced in Section Bl for given space-time points x,y € M. We
restrict attention to the case €2 # 0 where the space-time points are not lightlike
separated. This has the advantage that, in view of the convergence (£.28]), we can first
consider the unregularized kernel P(z,y) in the form (£29). In Section 3] we can
then use a continuity argument to extend the results to small € > 0.

We first point out that, although we are working without regularization, the fact that
we took the limit € N\ 0 of regularized objects is still apparent because the Euclidean
sign operator (4.20) distinguishes a specific sign operator. This fact will enter the
construction, but of course the resulting spin connection will be Lorentz invariant.
Taking the adjoint of (£29)),

Py, ) = P(z,y)" = (&) { + B(E) 1,
we obtain for the closed chain

Agy = a(§) £ +b(§) 1 = Ay, (4.32)

with the real-valued functions @ = 2Re(a) and b = |a|?¢? + |3]2. Subtracting the
trace and taking the square, the eigenvalues of A, are computed by

A =b++a?2¢? and A_=0b—+/a?&?. (4.33)

It follows that the eigenvalues of A, are real if £2 > 0, whereas they form a complex
conjugate pair if €2 < 0. This shows that the causal structure of Definition agrees
with the usual causal structure in Minkowski space. We next show that in the case of
timelike separation, the space-time points are even properly timelike separated.

Lemma 4.3. Let x,y € M with €2 # 0. Then x and y are properly timelike separated
(see Definition if and only if €2 > 0. The directional sign operator of Ay is
given by

Vgyy = e(fo)L : (4.34)

Ve
Proof. In the case £? < 0, the two eigenvalues A+ in ([£33) form a complex conjugate
pair. If they are distinct, the spectrum is not real. On the other hand, if they coincide,
the corresponding eigenspace is not definite. Thus z and y are not properly timelike
separated.
In the case £2 > 0, we obtain a Simple expression for a,

(YlJ(]—}/(]Jl TTL\/ m3 1

= 2Re(aB)(m = 0 0—_ :
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FIGURE 1. The Bessel functions in (Z36]).

where we used [T, formula (9.1.16)] for the Wronskian of the Bessel functions J; and Y;.
In particular, one sees that a # 0, so that according to ([A.33]), the matrix A, has two
distinct eigenvalues.

Next, the calculation

AA- =02 — a8 = |a* " + 18" +2|0)* € |B* — 4¢? Re(a)’

(%)
> o |64 + 18] — 20022 B = (|o?|€% - |8]7)° > 0

shows that the spectrum of A, is positive. In order to obtain a strict inequality, it
suffices to show that Im(a/3) # 0 (because then the inequality in (%) becomes strict).
After the transformation

m’ z 2 2)(z
TR (RS AC N ES
m’ 1 d [(Y1(2)?+ J1(2)?

where we set z = m\/?2 > 0, asymptotic expansions of the Bessel functions yield that
the function Im(a3) is positive for z near zero and near infinity. The plot in Figure [I]
shows that this function is also positive in the intermediate range.

We now prove that the eigenspaces of A;, are definite with respect to the inner
product <.|.> on V. First, from ({32)) it is obvious that the eigenvectors of A,
coincide with those of the operator ¢. Thus let v € V be an eigenvector of ¢, i.e.
fv = i\/? v. We choose a proper orthochronous Lorentz-transformation A which
transforms ¢ to the vector A(€) = (¢,0) with t # 0. In view of the Lorentz invariance
of the Dirac equation there is a unitary transformation U € U(V) with U~/U~! = Aéfyj .
Then the calculation

EVE <v v = <o o = <v|mig€'yT v = <v] (AFE) (A7) v
= N <V | A(f)kU’YlU_lv> =t=<v|U°U w>
=t <U " |7yU o= =t (U 0| U )es #0 (4.37)

shows that <v |v> # 0, and thus v is a definite vector. We conclude that = and y are
properly timelike separated.
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We next show that the directional sign operator of A, is given by (434]). The
calculation (€37 shows that the inner product <.|vg,.> with v,, according to ([34)
is positive definite. Furthermore, the square of v, is given by

o (e £
2, <<5>@> 1,

showing that v, is indeed a sign operator. Since v, obviously commutes with Ay,
it is the directional sign operator of A,,. O

Let us go through the construction of the spin connection in Section 8.3l Computing
the commutator of the Euclidean sign operator s, (see (£20])) and the directional sign

operator v, (see (£.34)),

F =0
[Vay, sa] = 5(§O)A | = 26(€0)£l )
Ve Ve

one sees that these operators are generically separated (see Definition B.IT]), provided

that we are not in the exceptional case f # 0 (for which the spin connection could

be defined later by continuous continuation). Since these two sign operators lie in the

Clifford subspace K spanned by (7°,...,73,i7°) (again in the usual Dirac represen-

tation), it follows that all the Clifford subspaces used in the construction of the spin
connection are equal to K, i.e.

Kpyy=Ky=KY =K{" =K.

All synchronization and identification maps are trivial (see Definition B.I3land (B.18])).
In particular, the system is parity preserving (see Definition [3.10]) and Clifford-parallel
(see Definition 3.29)). Choosing again the basis (eg = vgy,€1,...,e4) of K and the
spinor basis of Corollary [34] one sees from ([A.29) and ([£34]) that P(z,y) is diagonal,

(ﬁ + a\/£_2) 1 0
0 (8-ave)r)
Thus in the polar decomposition ([3.34]) we get
Rfy:‘ﬂia\/?‘ , ﬁ;ty:arg (B:ta\/f_z) mod 7, foye{]l,—]l}.

Computing ¢, according to B.41]) and our convention ([B.44]), in the case £ > 0 we
obtain the left plot of Figure B, whereas in the case £ < 0 one gets the same with the
opposite sign. We conclude that ¢, is never a multiple of 7, meaning that z and y
are time-directed (see Definition [3.19]). Moreover, the time direction of Definition [3.23]
indeed agrees with the time orientation of Minkowski space. Having uniquely fixed ¢,
the spin connection is given by (B:35) or by (8.42]). A short calculation yields that Dy,

is trivial up to a phase factor,

P(l‘,y) =

Dy = ey 1 (4.38)

where the phase r;, is given by

Kgy = arg <ew“‘ (6 + a\/£72)> = arg <e_w””y <5 - oz\/ﬁ_z)) . (4.39)
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FIGURE 2. The phases in the spin connection in the case £° > 0.

The function £, is shown in the right plot of Figure[2l One sees that the phase factor
in D, , oscillates on the length scale m~!. We postpone the discussion of this phase
to Section .41

Let us consider the corresponding metric connection of Definition B2Tl We clearly
identify the tangent space T, with the vector space K. As the synchronization maps
are trivial and the phases in D, , drop out of ([B3:49), it is obvious that V , reduces
to the trivial connection in Minkowski space. Finally, choosing u(z) = iv°, the Dirac
system is obviously chirally symmetric (see Definition [3.27]).

Our results are summarized as follows.

Proposition 4.4. Let x,y € M with &2 # 0 and E;A 0. Consider the spin connection
corresponding to the Euclidean signature operator ([A20) and the unregularized Dirac
sea vacuum [@29). Then = and y are spin-connectable if and only if €2 > 0. The spin
connection Dy, is trivial up to a phase factor [A38). The time direction of Defini-
tion[3.23 agrees with the usual time orientation of Minkowksi space. The corresponding
metric connection Vg, is trivial.

Restricting attention to pairs (x,y) € M x M with €2 # 0 and E # 0, the resulting
causal fermion system is parity preserving, chirally symmetric and Clifford-parallel.

4.3. The Geometry with Regularization. We now use a perturbation argument
to extend some of the results of Proposition 4] to the case with regularization.

Proposition 4.5. Consider the causal fermion systems of Proposition [{.1 For any
z,y € M with €2 # 0 and g;«é 0, there is e9 > 0 such that for all € € (0,e0) the
following statements hold: The points x and y are spin-connectable. The time direction
of Definition [3.23 agrees with the usual time orientation of Minkowksi space. In the
limit € \, 0, the corresponding connections Dg , and V7 , converge to the connections
of Proposition

gi{% D3, =Dy, 21\1}) Vey=1. (4.40)
Proof. Let x,y € M with €2 > 0 and E # 0. Using the pointwise convergence (£.28]), a
simple continuity argument shows that for sufficiently small ¢, the spectrum of AZ, is
strictly positive and the eigenspaces are definite. Thus = and y are properly timelike
separated. From (3.34)) and (B.41]) we conclude that in a small interval (0, &p), the phase
¢%, depends continuously on € and lies in the same subinterval (3.44)) as the phase ¢,y
without regularization. We conclude that for all € € (0,g¢), the points = and y are
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spin-connectable and have the same time orientation as without regularization. The
continuity of the connections is obvious from (3:42]). O

We point out that this proposition makes no statement on whether the causal
fermion systems are parity preserving, chirally symmetric or Clifford-parallel. The
difficulty is that these definitions are either not stable under perturbations, or else
they would make it necessary to choose ¢ independent of x and y. To be more specific,
the closed chain with regularization takes the form

Ay = acf + b1+ ey’ —id.£-34°,
where the coefficients involve the regularized Bessel functions in (£.27),
Ae = ZRG(O@E) ) be = |a€|2(£2 + 52) + |5€|2 )
ce = 2eIm(a.f3:), d. = 2e|ac|*.

A short calculation shows that for properly timelike separated points x and y, the
directional sign operator is given by

e a¢ + 65’70 - idsg' '7’70

v:vy = —
V026 + 200,60 + 2 — &2 |&P

and the argument of the square root is positive. A direct computation shows that the
signature operators s, and vZ, span a Clifford subspace of signature (1,1). According
to Lemma [3.3] this Clifford subspace has a unique extension K, implying that K, =

K:Ey) = K. This shows that the synchronization maps are all trivial. However, as vg,
involves a bilinear component which depends on f, the Clifford subspaces K, and K,
will in general be different, so that the identification maps (3.I8]) are in general non-
trivial. Due to this complication, the system is no longer Clifford-parallel, and it is

not obvious whether the system is parity preserving or chirally symmetric.

4.4. Parallel Transport Along Timelike Curves. The phase factor in (£38]) re-
sembles the U(1)-phase in electrodynamics. This phase is unphysical as no electro-
magnetic field is present. In order to understand this seeming problem, one should
note that in differential geometry, the parallel transport is always performed along a
continuous curve, whereas the spin connection D, , directly connects distant points.
The correct interpretation is that the spin connection only gives the physically correct
result if the points x and y are sufficiently close to each other. Thus in order to connect
distant points x and y, one should choose intermediate points x1,...xy and compose
the spin connection along neighboring points. In this way, the unphysical phase indeed
disappears, as the following construction shows.

Assume that 7(t) is a future-directed timelike curve, for simplicity parametrized by
arc length, which is defined on the interval [0,7] with v(0) = y and v(T') = x. The
Levi-Civita parallel transport of spinors along + is trivial. In order to compare with
the spin connection D¢, we subdivide « (for simplicity with equal spacing, although a
non-uniform spacing would work just as well). Thus for any given N, we define the
points xzg,...,zxN by

Ty, = Y(tn) with tn = — . (4.41)
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Definition 4.6. The curve 7 is called admissible if for all sufficiently large N € N
there is a parameter g > 0 such that for all € € (0,0) and alln = 1,...,N, the
points x, and x,_1 are spin-connectable.

If v is admissible, we define the parallel transport Di\j i by successively composing the
parallel transports between neighboring points,

DY .= Dj : A

ITN;TN—-1"" TN—-1,TN—-2 T1,Z0

Then the following theorem holds.

Theorem 4.7. Considering the family of causal fermion systems of Proposition [{.1],
the admissible curves are generic in the sense that they are dense in the C°°-topology
(meaning that for any smooth v and every K € N, there is a series vy, of admissible
curves such that D*v, — DF~ uniformly for all k = 0,...,K). Choosing N € N
and € > 0 such that the points x,, and x,_1 are spin-connectable for allm =1,..., N,
every point x,, lies in the future of x,_1. Moreover,

lim lim DY* = DI,
N—oo e\0 ’ ’

where we use the identification @&I9), and DS, : SyM — Sy M denotes the trivial
parallel transport along .

Proof. For any given N, we know from Proposition that by choosing g small
enough, we can arrange that for all € € (0, €9) and all n = 1,..., N, the points x,
and x,_1 are spin-connectable and x, lies in the future of x,_1, provided that the
vectors T, — ¥p—1 do not vanish (which is obviously satisfied for a generic curve).

Using ([4.40) and ([4.38)), we obtain

N
21{‘% Dajc\,[éf =Diyay Doy ray-o Daywy = €Xp <Z Z Hﬂcn,xn1> 1. (4.42)
n=1

Combining the two equations in ([439]), one finds
1
Kay = 5 I8 (62 —a? 52) mod 7 .
Expanding the Bessel functions in (£30]) gives

52— a2 1 14_@(1),

~ 1675 £6 e
As Kgy is smooth and vanishes in the limit y — , we conclude that
Ray = 0(¢%).

Using this estimate in (£.42), we obtain

gi\n% DY =exp (NON7?))1.

Taking the limit N — oo gives the result. O
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5. EXAMPLE: THE FERMIONIC OPERATOR IN A GLOBALLY HYPERBOLIC
SPACE-TIME

In this section we shall explore the connection between the notions of the quantum
geometry introduced in Section [3land the common objects of Lorentzian geometry. To
this end, we consider Dirac spinors on a globally hyperbolic Lorentzian manifold (M, g)
(for basic definitions see [2, [3]). For technical simplicity, we make the following as-
sumptions:

(A) The manifold (M, g) is flat Minkowski space in the past of a Cauchy hypersur-
face N.
(B) The causal fermion systems are introduced as the Cauchy development of the
fermion systems in Minkowski space as considered in Section 411
These causal fermion systems are constructed in Section 5.1 We proceed by analyzing
the fermionic operator in the limit without regularization using its Hadamard expan-
sion (see Section and Section [5.3]). We then consider the spin connection along a
timelike curve v (see Section [5.4]). We need to assume that in a neighborhood U of the
curve v, the Riemann curvature tensor R is bounded pointwise in the sense that

2
IR, IVR@I | IVR@I
m m m

forall x € U, (5.1)

where |[|.|| is a norm (for example induced by the scalar product <.|5§(t) .= on S, M),
and ¢ < 1 is a numerical constant (which could be computed explicitly). This condi-
tions means that curvature should be small on the Compton scale. It is a physically
necessary assumption because otherwise the gravitational field would be so strong that
pair creation would occur, making it impossible to speak of “classical gravity”. Our
main result is that the spliced spin connection goes over to the metric connection
on the spinor bundle (see Theorem [(.12)), up to errors of the order |VR|/m3. We
conclude with a brief outlook (see Section [5.0)).

5.1. The Regularized Fermionic Operator. Let (M, g) be a globally hyperbolic
Lorentzian manifold which coincides with Minkowski space in the past of a Cauchy
hypersurface N'. Choosing a global time function t (see [5]), M has a smooth splitting
M =R x N with t|or = 0. For consistency with Section [, we use the conventions that
the signature of g is (+ — — —), and that Clifford multiplication satisfies the relation
XY +Y-X =2¢(X,Y). We denote the volume measure by du(z) = /| det g| d*z. The
spinor bundle SM is endowed with a Hermitian inner product of signature (2, 2), which
we denote by <.|.>-. We let D be the Dirac operator on M, acting on sections ¢ €
I'(M,SM) of the spinor bundle. For a given mass m > 0, we consider the Dirac
equation on M,
(D—m)y=0. (5.2)
The simplest method for constructing causal fermion systems is to replace the plane-
wave solutions used in Minkowski space (see Section [.]) by corresponding solutions
of (52)) obtained by solving a Cauchy problem. More precisely, in the past of N
where our space-time is isometric to Minkowski space, we again introduce the plane-
wave solution 97 (see (£2))). Using that the Cauchy problem has a unique solution
(see [2] and the integral representation (5.12)) below), we can extend them to smooth
solutions 1[1];&_ on M by

D-m)vz,_ =0, Yp |v=1vz_. (5.3)
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In obvious generalization of (4.3]) and (4.6]), we can form superpositions of these solu-
tions, on which we introduce the scalar product

s —— / < 2) |Gl ) () (5.4)
t=const
where v is the future-directed unit normal on A (note that this scalar product is
independent of t due to current conservation). We again denote the corresponding
Hilbert space by H.
In order to introduce a corresponding causal fermion system, we introduce the op-

erators 1 and F(z) by adapting (£I3) and (12,

m Bk _ew - ~
Ly 0 SeM = H o u — 21:2 e 2 p, <p, (v)|ux
Fo(z)=—1s(12)" : H—=> 3.

Let us verify that .. is injective: For a given non-zero spinor xy € S;M, we choose
a wave function ¢ € H which is well-approximated by a WKB wave packet of large
negative energy (by decreasing the energy, we can make the error of the approximations
arbitrarily small). Consider the operator

Bk o ~

LiDE) o3, L) =-2 3 [§5 e by, (o) gl

a=1,2

where D(L) is a suitable dense domain of definition (for example the smooth Dirac
solutions with spatially compact support). As the image of L is obviously dense in 3,
there is a vector ¢ € D such that L¢ approximates ¢ (again, we can make the error of
this approximation arbitrarily small). Then (¢|cx) ~ < (x)|x>2. By modifying the
polarization and direction of the wave packet 1, we can arrange that <y (z)|x>, # 0.

According to (Z3]), the spin space S5 is defined as the image of F;. We now choose
a convenient basis of S; which will at the same time give a canonical identification
of St with the differential geometric spinor space S; M. We first choose an eigenvector
basis (f5,(2))a=1,..4 of S5 = F*(z)(H) with corresponding eigenvalues

vi(x),v5(x) <0  and vi(x),vi(z) > 0. (5.5)
We normalize the eigenvectors according to
1
€ € _

Then, according to (24]), the (f,(z)) are a pseudo-orthonormal basis of (S¢, <.|.>4).
Next, we introduce the vectors

eo () = (1) fa(x) € S M .

(0%
A short calculation shows that these vectors form a pseudo-orthonormal eigenvector
basis of the operator

(L) es o SeM — S, M,

corresponding to the eigenvalues v¢(z). In analogy to (4.19), we always identify the
spaces S;M and SZ via the mapping J5 defined by

3o 0 SeM — S el (x) = o (2) . (5.6)
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Again identifying x with F°(z), the kernel of the fermionic operator (2.7)) takes the
form (£21)). Exactly as in the proof of Lemma 2] we find that

B : :
Py = ()5 =2 3 [ SR e g, @0, Wl 67)

a=1,2

From this formula we can read off the following characterization of P¢.

Proposition 5.1. The kernel of the fermionic operator P*(x,y) is the unique smooth
bi-solution of (B.2), i.e. in a distributional formulation

P((D—m)y,¢) =0=P(¢,(D —m)p) for all 4, ¢ € To(M,SM),
with the following properties:

(i) P coincides with the regularized Dirac sea vacuum ([E22) if 1 and ¢ are both
supported in the past of N.
(ii) P¢ is symmetric in the sense that P°(y,¢) = P*(¢,1)).

In order to keep the analysis simple, our strategy is to take the limit € \, 0 at an
early stage. In the remainder of this section, we analyze this limit for P¢ and for
the Euclidean sign operator. In preparation, we recall the relation between the Dirac
Green’s functions and the solution of the Cauchy problem, adapting the methods in [2]
to the first order Dirac system. On a globally hyperbolic Lorentzian manifold, one can
introduce the retarded Dirac Green’s function, which we denote by s"(z,y). It is
defined as a distribution on M x M, meaning that we can evaluate it with compactly
supported test functions ¢,y € T'o(M, SM),

) = / /MxM <)) @, y) b(y)> du() duly)

We can also regard it as an operator on the test functions. Thus for ¢ € T'o(M,SM),
we set

N, y) = /M e y) ¥(y) duly) € T(M, SM)

The retarded Green’s function is uniquely determined as a solution of the inhomoge-
neous Dirac equation

(Dy —m) s"(x,9) = (x) = 5" (z, (D —m)y) (5.8)
subject to the support condition
supp s” (z,.) C J"(2)
where J () denotes the causal past of z. The advanced Dirac Green’s function s (z, y)
is defined similarly. It can be obtained from the retarded Green’s function by conju-
gation,
sNz,y)" = s (y.2) (5.9)
where the star denotes the adjoint with respect to the Hermitian inner product on the
spinor bundle.
For the construction of the Dirac Green’s functions, it is useful to also consider the
second-order equation
(D —m?) =0. (5.10)
Using the Lichnerowicz-Weitzenbock identity (see [3]), we can rewrite this equation as
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suppn

supp V.
JN(z)

F1GURE 3. The cutoff functions n and 6..

where OV denotes the Bochner Laplacian corresponding to the spinorial Levi-Civita
connection. This shows that the operator in (5.I0) is normally hyperbolic, ensuring
the existence of the corresponding Green’s function S” as the unique distribution
on M x M which satisfies the equation

(D? —m?) 5" (x, ) = ¢(x) .
and the support condition
supp S”(z,.) € J"(x)
(see [2, Section 3.4]). Then the Dirac Green’s function can be obtained by the identities

(¥, 9) = SMN((D+ m)y, ¢) = 5" (¢, (D +m)o) . (5.11)

The existence of the retarded Green’s function implies that the Cauchy problem

(D-—m)p=0,  ly=1€CPN)

has a unique smooth solution, as we now recall. To show uniqueness, assume that zﬁ
is a smooth solution of the Cauchy problem. For given z in the future of N, we
choose a test function n € C§°(M) which is identically equal to one in a neighborhood
of the set J"(z) N JY(N). Moreover, for a given non-negative function § € C*°(R)
with 0] _sc,0) = 0 and 0|1 o) = 1 and sufficiently small € > 0, we introduce the smooth

cutoff function 6. (y) = 6(t(y)/e). Then the product ¢ := 6.1 has compact support
(see Figure 3)), and by (58] we obtain

V(z) = ¢(x) = 5" (2, (D = m)o) = 5" (v, (Dbe) ¥)
Taking the limit € N\, 0, we obtain the formula

() = /N MNavy) v(y) () dun () (5.12)

where v is the normal of A/. This formula is an explicit integral representation of the
solution in terms of the Green’s function and the initial data, proving uniqueness. On
the other hand, this integral representation can be used to define ¢, proving existence.

We next express P¢(z,y) in terms of Green’s functions and the regularized fermionic
operator of Minkowski space.

Lemma 5.2. The reqularized fermionic operator has the representation
Pra) = [ s ) me) P e ) s o) diw(er) diw(za) (519
X

with P¢(z1,22) as given by (£22)).
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Proof. We use (5.12) in (5.7) and apply (5.9). O

Setting e to zero, we can use the statement of Proposition 5.1l as the definition of a
distributional solution of the Dirac equation.

Definition 5.3. The distribution P(x,y) is defined as the unique distributional bi-
solution of (5.2)),

P((D=m)p,¢) =0=P(,(D—m)p)  forall ¢ € To(M,SM),  (5.14)

with the following properties:

(i) P coincides with the reqularized Dirac sea vacuum ([A22)) if ¥ and ¢ are both
supported in the past of N.
(ii) P is symmetric in the sense that P(¢,¢) = P(¢p,1).

If the regularization is removed, P¢ goes over to P in the following sense.

Proposition 5.4.
(a) If e \y 0, P*(x,y) — P(x,y) as a distribution on M x M.
(b) If x and y are timelike separated, P(x,y) is a continuous function. In the
limit e \, 0, the function P%(x,y) converges to P(x,y) pointwise, locally uni-
formly in x and y.

Proof. Part (a) is a consequence of the uniqueness of the time evolution of distributions.
More specifically, suppose that i is a smooth solution of the Dirac equation. We choose
a smooth function 7 € C*°(R) with n[jp ) =1 and n|(_s,—1] = 0. Then

(D —m)(n(t(=)) ¥(z)) = (Dn(t(z))) P(z) =: ¢(z) ,

and the function ¢ is supported in the past of N. Using (5.8) we obtain for any z in
the future of A/ that

Y(@) = n(tx)) ¥(z) = s"(z,¢) = (s" = §)(x) . (5.15)

Regarding the star as a convolution of distributions, this relations even holds if ¥ is
a distributional solution of the Dirac equation. Suppose that in the past of A/, the
distribution v converges to zero (meaning that 1(p) — 0 for every test function ¢
supported in the past of N'). Then, as the function ¢ is supported in the past of NV, it
converges to zero as a distribution in the whole space-time. The relation (5.15]) shows
that v also converges to zero in the whole space-time. In order to prove (a), we first
choose z in the past of A and apply the above argument to the distribution ¢4 (x) =
(P¢ — P)(z, z). Then according to the explicit formulas in Minkowski space (see (4.22])
and (4.26])), ¢+ converges to zero in the past of N, and thus in the whole space-time.
By symmetry, it follows that for any fixed z, the distribution ¢_(z) := (P¢ — P)(z, z)
converges to zero in the past of /. As 1_ is again a distributional solution of the
Dirac equation, we conclude that 1_ converges to zero in the whole space-time.

In order to prove (b), we first note that the singular support of the causal Green’s
functions s”(z,.) and sY(.,z) lies on the light cone 9J"(x) centered at x (see [2]
Proposition 2.4.6] and (5.11))). Thus if  and y are timelike separated, the singular
supports of s"(z,.) and s¥(.,y) do not intersect (see Figure H). Moreover, we know
from (4.28)) that P(z1,22) converges as a distribution and locally uniformly away from
the diagonal. Using these facts in (5.13)), we conclude that P¢(x,y) converges locally
uniformly to P(x,y). This also implies that P(x,y) is continuous. O
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N\
==

FIGURE 4. The singular supports of s”(x,.) and s¥(.,y)

We remark that P(z,y) is even a smooth function away from the light cone; for a proof
for general bi-solutions we refer to [32] 28].

Proposition 5.5. There is a future-directed timelike unit vector field s such that for
every x € M,

lim s, = s(x),

e\0
where by s(x) we mean the operator on Sy M acting by Clifford multiplication.

Proof. A short calculation gives

o) e = 2z (i = oz <eEI2) eieh
_ _V;VE <& | P () o5 (5.16)
Fo@) fale) = o= (= 1505)" 15(62)) = 3= 05 P@a)
o) | @ o = e =P o) 6 (517

Comparing (5.16]) with (5.I7), one sees that in our chosen basis,
Fé(z) = P*(z,x) .

Moreover, we know from (5.5)) that F©(z) has two positive and two negative eigenval-
ues. Therefore, it remains to prove that, after a suitable rescaling, P¢(x,z) converges
to the operator of Clifford multiplication by the vector s(x) € T, M, i.e.

In order to prove this claim, in the past of AV we choose a chart where the metric
is the Minkowski metric. Moreover, we choose the standard spinor frame and use the
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notation of Section 4l Then we can combine (5.13]) with (B.II]) to obtain

P(x,z) = // ™, 21) 70 P(z1,29) 70 5V (29, 1) d321 d3 2
R3 xR3

(_
= // SMNx,21) (i@, +m) VO P (21, 22)7° (i@,,+m) SY (22, z) 3z d32
R3XxR3

where 215 = (0, Z1»), and the arrow indicates that the derivatives act to the left,

A 9 -9 J
S (w,z)@Z:wS (x,2) .

We now integrate by parts the spatial derivatives of z; and z9. Using the identity

- 0
(Z:Y’VZ +m) Pe(zay) = _Z"YO@PE(ZJ/) + 2mP€(Z7y)

and its adjoint, we obtain
A 9 0
Pé(z,z) = // SNz, 21) (— i(0¢, + Oy ) + 2my >P€(z1,z2)
R3 xRR3

(5.19)
<—
X (i(8t2 +0,) + 2m70) SY (2o, ) A3z Bz,

where t15 = 2?/2 are the time components of zyp.

In the limit € N\, 0, the function P°(z1, z2) becomes singular if z; = 2y (see (£20)
in the case t = r = 0). Moreover, the singular supports of the distributions S (z,.)
and SV (., ) coincide (see Figure @ in the case x = y). As a consequence, the integral
in (BI9) diverges as € \, 0, having poles in €. The orders of these poles can be
obtained by a simple power counting. In order to analyze the structure of these poles
in more detail, one performs the Hadamard expansion of the distributions S” and SV
(see [2, Section 2] or the next section of the present paper for similar calculations
for the fermionic operator). Substituting the resulting formulas into (5.19]), one finds
that the higher orders in the Hadamard expansion give rise to lower order poles in €.
In particular, the most singular contribution to (5.19]) is obtained simply by taking
the first term of the Hadamard expansion of the Green’s function S (z,z1), which
is a scalar multiple of the parallel transport with respect to the spinorial Levi-Civita
connection along the unique null geodesic joining z; and z. Similarly, the Green’s
function SV (z2, ) may be replaced by a multiple of the parallel transport along the
null geodesic joining zo with . Moreover, for the most singular contribution to (5.19])
it suffices to consider the lowest order in m, which means that we may disregard
the factors 2mn° in (5.19). Finally, we know that in the limit z; — 2o, the leading
contribution to P?(z1, z2) is proportional to 4° (see (5.7) and (&I5]). Putting these
facts together, the most singular contribution to P¢(z, ) is obtained simply by taking
the operator 7° at z; = 2o = 2z and to parallel transport it along the null geodesic
joining z with z. Integrating z over the set J"(z) NN, we obtain the desired operator
of Clifford multiplication in (G.I8]). O

5.2. The Hadamard Expansion of the Fermionic Operator. In this section we
shall analyze the singularity structure of the distribution P introduced in Definition [5.3]
by performing the so-called Hadamard expansion. In order to be able to apply the
methods worked out in [2] Section 2], it is preferable to first consider the second-order
equation (B.I0). The following lemma relates P to a solution of (G.I0]).
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Lemma 5.6. Let T be the unique symmetric distributional bi-solution of the Klein-
Gordon equation (5.10) which coincides with the Fourier transform of the lower mass
shell

d4k —ik(z—
Tz, y) = / gy A0 = m?) O e K (5.20)
for x and y in the past of N'. Then
P(y,¢) =T((D+m)y, ¢). (5.21)
Proof. We introduce the distribution P, by
1
Pu(t,6) = 5~ T((D +m)y, (D +m)¢) .

Obviously, P, is symmetric and satisfies the Dirac equation (5.14]). Moreover, a short
calculation using (5.20]) and (£24]) shows that P, coincides with the regularized Dirac
sea vacuum (£22)) if ¢ and ¢ are both supported in the past of A'. We conclude
that P, coincides with the distribution P of Definition 5.3l Obviously, P, is also
a bi-solution of the Klein-Gordon equation. Flipping the sign of m, we get another
bi-solution P_,, of the Klein-Gordon equation. Again using (5.20) and ([@.24]), we find
that the following combination of P,, and P_,, coincides with T,

1
T=—(Pn—P_), 5.22
—( ) (522)

The fact that the operator P, is a bi-solution of the Dirac equation implies that it
commutes with D,

and similarly for P_,,. We thus obtain

P,8) = 5-T((D+m)b, (D+m)s)

&2 ﬁ <Pm((D +m), (D +m)p) — P (D +m), (D + m)¢))
€z ﬁ (Pa((D+m)20,6) = P (D +m)*,0))
= LT((D +m)*Y,¢) =T ((D+m)y,e),

2m
giving the result. 0

We now perform the Hadamard expansion of the distribution 7" using the methods
of [9L 23, 32, B0, 2]. Assume that Q@ C M is a geodesically convex subset (see [2]
Definition 1.3.2]). Then for any x,y € €, there is a unique geodesic ¢ in 2 joining y
and x. We denote the squared length of this geodesic by

I(z,y) = g(exp, ' (x), exp, ' (x))

(note that T is positive in timelike directions and negative in spacelike directions) and
remark that the identity
g(grad, I',grad, I') = 4T (5.24)

holds. In order to prescribe the behavior of the singularities on the light cone, we set

Fo(x,y) =T+ i&?(t(m) — t(y))
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and introduce the short notation

1 . 1 . .

r = g% T and logl' = il\HEl) logTe = log [T'| — ime(t(x) — t(y)) (5.25)
(where € is again the step function), with convergence in the distributional sense. Here
the logarithm is cut along the positive real axis, with the convention

lim log(1 + i) = —im .
lim og(1 + ie) i

In the past of N, this prescription gives the correct singular behavior of the distri-
bution ([4.24) on the light cone (for details see [12] eqns (2.5.39)-(2.5.41)]). Using the
methods of [23], it follows that this prescription holds globally. We remark that the
rule (5.25]) also implements the local spectral condition in [32].

In [2| Section 2], the Hadamard expansion is worked out in detail for the causal
Green’s functions of a normally hyperbolic operator. Adapting the methods and results
in a straightforward way to the distribution 7', we obtain the Hadamard expansion

log(T"

(87 T(z,y) = % I1Y + % VY 4+ Tlog(l) WY +THY + O(T%logT)  (5.26)
(the normalization constant (—873) can be read off from (Z26) and (@31)), because
T(x,y) coincides with 3/m if z and y are in the past of N). Here V(z,y) is the square
root of the van Vleck-Morette determinant (see for example [30]), which in normal

coordinates around y is given by

V(z,y) = |det(g(x))| 7. (5.27)

Moreover, II§ : S,M — S,M denotes the spinorial Levi-Civita parallel transport
along c. The linear mappings Vi, WY, HY : SyM — S, M are called Hadamard coeffi-
cients. They depend smoothly on = and y, and can be determined via the Hadamard
recurrence relations [9]. The Hadamard coefficient V3! is given explicitly by formula
(A7) in the appendix. Writing the result of Lemma 5.6l with distributional derivatives
as P(z,y) = (Dy + m)T(z,y), we obtain the Hadamard expansion of P by differenti-
ation.

Corollary 5.7. The distribution P(x,y) has the Hadamard expansion

(—87%) P(z,y) = —}—12) grad, I'-TTY + % grad, V-11Y + %(Dw + m)I1Y
; log(T"
+ ﬁ grad, I VY + % (Dy + m)VY +i(1 4 log(I")) grad, I'-WY
+igrad, I'"HY + O(T'logT) . (5.28)

5.3. The Fermionic Operator Along Timelike Curves. Assume that v(¢) is a
future-directed, timelike curve which joins two space-time points p, ¢ € M. For simplic-
ity, we parametrize the curve by arc length on the interval [0, tymax] such that (0) = ¢
and 7y (tmax) = p. For any given N, we define the points zg,...,zn by
. n

T = v(tn) with t, = N tmax - (5.29)
Note that these points are all timelike separated, and that the geodesic distance of
neighboring points is of the order 1/N. In this section we want to compute P(zy+1, )
in powers of 1/N. To this end, we consider the Hadamard expansion of Corollary [5.7]
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and use that 0 < I'(zp41,2,) € O(1/N). Thus our main task is to expand the
Hadamard coefficients in (5.28]) in powers of 1/N. For ease in notation, we set

T = Tpyl and Y =Ty .

Possibly by increasing N, we can arrange that x and y lie in a geodesically convex
subset €2 C M. We let ¢ be the unique geodesic in € joining y and x,

c:[0,1] = M, c(r):=exp,(rT) with T := expgl(:n) . (5.30)
We also introduce the expansion parameter
1

Next, we let {eqg = 6T, e1, ea, e3} be a pseudo-orthonormal basis of T,M, i.e.

g(ej ex) = €5 O
where the signs ¢; are given by
= {J—ri E _ (1),2,3. (5:31)
We extend this basis to a local pseudo-orthonormal frame of TQ2 by
ej(z) = Alej, (5.32)

where AY denotes the Levi-Civita parallel transport in 7'M along the unique geodesic
in  joining y and z. Then the following propositions hold.

Proposition 5.8. The kernel of the fermionic operator has the expansion

(—87%) P(z,y) = —% grad, D-ITY + % ¥ + 071, (5.33)
Proposition 5.9. The closed chain has the expansion
(—87°)% Ayy =c(z,y) Ls,m (5.34)
o scaly Im(logT')
+ m<m 15 ) T grad, T’ (5.35)
+i[grad, I', Xz | + { grad, I, Yz } (5.36)

+ 067 og 6) ,

where all operators act on SyM by Clifford multiplication. Here X, and Yy, are
symmetric linear operators and

Xy =073, Yu =0(51ogd) .

The proof of Propositions 5.8 and [5.9]is given in Appendix[Al where we also compute
some of the Hadamard coefficients explicitly in terms of curvature expressions.

Note that the contribution (5.35) is of the order §=3, whereas (5.30) is of the or-
der O(6721og§). The term (5.35) amounts to Clifford multiplication with grad, I' and
is thus analogous to the term a(€) ¢ in the closed chain ([@32]) of Minkowski space. The
contributions (5.36) will be discussed in detail in the next section.
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5.4. The Unspliced versus the Spliced Spin Connection. In this section, we
compute the unspliced and spliced spin connections and compare them. We write the
results of Corollary [B.7] and Proposition 5.9 as

(=87%) P(r,y) = — o grad, [I + = 11 4 0(5") (5.37)
(—87%)% Ayy = Cyy + gy grad, T
+i[grad, T', Xuy| + { grad, T, Yz, } + O(6 ' logd) , (5.38)
where
Ay ~ o4 and Xoy ~ 573,

We want to compute the directional sign operator v, (see Definition BI0) in an
expansion in powers of 4. To this end, we first remove the commutator term in (5.38])
by a unitary transformation,

(—87%)2 e™ v Ay €% = cpy 4 ayy grad, T + {grad, T, Yy, } + (‘)(5_1 logd), (5.39)

where we set

Ly = Koy J. (5.40)

gy
We let v € T, M be a future-directed timelike unit vector pointing in the direction
of grad,, I". Then the operator u (acting by Clifford multiplication) is a sign operator
(see Definition B.5]), which obviously commutes with the right side of (.39). Hence
the directional sign operator (see Definition B.I3]) is obtained from w by unitarily

transforming backwards,
Vg = €729 y ey = gy 4 [Zayu] + 0(52 log?§). (5.41)

In order to construct the synchronization map at x, it is convenient to work with
the distinguished subspace K(x) of Symm(S,M) spanned by the operators of Clif-
ford multiplication with the vectors eg,...,e3 € T, M and the pseudoscalar opera-
tor e4 = —eg---e3 (thus in the usual Dirac representation, £ = (7°,...,73,i7%)).
The subspace K is a distinguished Clifford subspace (see Definition B.] and Defini-
tion B31)). The inner product (B1) extends the Lorentzian metric on T, M to K(x).
The space Symm(S,M) is spanned by the 16 operators 1, e; and o, = %[e]—,ek]
(where j, k € {0,...,4}), giving the basis representation

4 4
Zyy = C+ Z Bjkajk + ijej .
4,k=0 §=0

The first summand is irrelevant as it drops out of the commutator in (5.41]). The
second summand gives a contribution to vz, which lies in the distinguished Clifford
subspace,

4 4
Au =1 Z [Bjkajk,u] =4 Z BFyje, € 8, (5.42)
]7k:0 ]7k:0
whereas the last summand gives a bilinear contribution

4
i[w,u] with w = ijej .
§=0
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We thus obtain the representation

Vgy = u+ Au+i[w, u] + 0(5*log? ). (5.43)
We next decompose w € K as the linear combination
w=au+PBs(x)+p  with pLlu and p L s(x). (5.44)

If w and s(z) are linearly dependent, we choose = 0. Otherwise, the coefficients «
and  are uniquely determined by the orthogonality conditions. Substituting this
decomposition into (5.43]), we obtain

gy = € £75@) (u+ Au) e~ Bs@) o= 0(6%log?s) . (5.45)

Comparing with Lemma [3.12] and Definition .13, one finds that e is the synchro-
nization map U»*@) at z. The mapping e#5(*) on the other hand, identifies the

representatives R, Kg(cy) € T% of the tangent space T, (see Definition [B.9]). Using
the notation introduced after Definition [3.15] and at the beginning of Section B4 we
have U,y = €'’ and

Ky = e KW emir and KW = @) g(g) emPs(@) (5.46)

We next compute the synchronization map at the point y. Since the matrices A,
and Ay, have the same characteristic polynomial, we know that

ey P(2,y) = P(2,y) vya -
Multiplying by
_ _ l " m "
(=873) 7! P(z,y) = 1 [T grad,, I' — i r? Iy, + 0(6%)
(where we used (5.37) and (5.24))), a direct calculation using (5.43) gives
vye = 1T (u — Au—i|w, ul ) IY + 0 (6% log?5).

Using that s(y) = IIj s(x) IT% 4 O(), we obtain similar to (5.46))

Kyp = Ee PIY KD 2T and KM = e 0IY R(y) IEeP@1Y . (5.47)

We are now ready to compute the spin connections introduced in Definitions B.17]
and [3.32]

Proposition 5.10. The unspliced and spliced spin connections are given by
Dyy = (1+ (Aw)u+ 20 (B 5(x) + p) ) T + O(5 log? ) (5.48)
Dy = (1 + (Au)-u) 1Y + 0(5%1og? ) . (5.49)

Proof. We first compute the unspliced spin connection using the characterization of
Theorem [3.20L A short calculation using (5.37) and (5.43)) gives

4 _
(—87%)2 Ay, = =+ 00 4
_1 _ _1
Az Playy) = (|- 87452 ) ((=87°) Pa.y)
- % 2 grad, [-IIY — % Iz 1Y 4+ 0(52)

= ju-IIY — % Iz I 4+ 0(65%) .
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In order to evaluate the condition (ii) of Theorem B.20] it is easiest to transform the
Clifford subspaces K, and K, to the distinguished Clifford subspace K(z) and &(y),
respectively. In view of (5.46) and (5.47), we can thus rewrite the condition (ii) of
Theorem by demanding that the unitary transformation

xT

V.= e—zﬂs(x) e—ip <ez’90vxy Ax_y% P(x,y)) Hz e—z’pe—iﬁs(x) v

transforms the distinguished Clifford subspaces to each other,

VR@y) V= RAy). (5.50)
The operator V is computed by
V = e~ #5(®) o=ip gip vay <zu — % F%> e P Ps(@) Iy + 0(52)

G13) eiap (u+Au) e—iﬁs(m) e—ip <Z’LL _ % F%) e—ipe—iﬁs(x) Hz + 0(52)
- {ew (utdu) (o, — % % + 28 (u, 5(z))) } 1Y + O(62 log? ). (5.51)

Now the condition (5.50]) means that the curly brackets in (B.51]) describe an infinitesi-
mal Lorentz transformation on K(z). Thus the brackets must only have a scalar and a
bilinear contribution, but no vector contribution. This leads us to choose ¢ such that

sing = —14 0(0%1log?d), cosp = —% Tz + 28 (u, s(x)) + 0% 1log?6) < 0 (5.52)
(note that this choice of ¢ is compatible with our convention ([3.44])). It follows that
V= (]l + (Au)u) 1Y + O(6% log? §)

. _1
Dy y Iy = e Agy? P(x,y) 11y
=1+ (Auw)-u+ i[w, u]u + 2iB (u, s(x)) u + O(5? log? o)

G0y + (Au)-u + 2i (B s(z) + p) + 96 log?d) .

Finally, using the notions of Definition B.32] we obtain
Ug‘cy) — e—iﬁs(m) e—ip’ U?Sm| — P e—iﬁs(m)
D(pyy = UW Dy US = 1 + (Au)-u + 0(5%log? )
completing the proof. O

The terms in the statement of the above proposition are quantified in the next
lemma, which is again proven in the appendix.

Lemma 5.11. The linear operators Au and s + p in (5.49) and (548) have the
expansions

Au = ! <m

- )6 (Ve B)(e. 1) T+ O(62 log? ) (5.53)
O(~ fl Rie(T, e5) 1)) + 0 <% (IR|? + ||v2R\|)> (1+0(%))

+ 0(6%log?§) . (5.54)

2 _ scal
12

Bs+p=




50 F. FINSTER AND A. GROTZ

Let us discuss these formulas. We first point out that all the terms in (G.53])
and (B.54) are of the order O(4). Thus the corresponding correction terms in (5.48))
and (5.49)) are also of the order O(d). In the next section, we shall see that adding up
all these correction terms along a timelike curve will give a finite deviation from the
spinorial parallel transport. If we assume furthermore that the Compton scale is much
smaller than the length scale where curvature effects are relevant,

IV2R| _ [VEI _ |IEl

T < <y < (5.55)

m

then this deviation will even be small. More specifically, the term involving the Ricci
tensor in (5.54) is the leading correction term. As shown in Proposition [B.10] this
leading correction enters the unspliced spin connection, but drops out of the spliced
spin connection. This explains why it is preferable to work with the spliced spin
connection.

The above calculations also reveal another advantage of splicing: The corrections
in the spliced spin connection are bilinear contributions (see (5.49) and (B.53])) and
can thus be interpreted as describing an infinitesimal Lorentz transformation. How-
ever, the corrections in the unspliced spin connection (see (5.48) and (A5H)) involve
vector contributions, which have the unpleasant feature that they do not leave the
distinguished Clifford subspaces K(x) invariant.

5.5. Parallel Transport Along Timelike Curves. We are now in the position to
prove the main theorem of this section. We return to the setting of the beginning of
Section [0.3] and consider a future-directed, timelike curve « which joins two space-time
points p,q € M. For any given N, we again define the intermediate points xg,...,zN
by (5.29). We then define the parallel transport nggvy’6 by successively composing the
spliced spin connection between neighboring points,

Ne . .
D(p;) = D(J/‘N7J/‘N71) D(IN717J;N72) s D(ILSL‘O) : Sq — Sp s (556)

where D is the spliced spin connection induced from the regularized fermionic oper-
ator P¢. Substituting the formulas (5.49) and (5.53), one gets N correction terms
(Au)-u, each of which is of the order 6 ~ N~!. Thus in the limit N — oo, we get a
finite correction, which we now compute.

Theorem 5.12. Let (M,g) be a globally hyperbolic manifold which is isometric to
Minkowski space in the past of a Cauchy-hypersurface N'. Then the admissible curves
(see Definition [{.0) are dense in the C* topology. Choosing N € N and ¢ > 0 such
that the points x, and x,_1 are spin-connectable for alln =1,..., N, every point x,
lies in the future of x,_1. Moreover,

1 scal\ —1
: : N,e _ pLc : 2 stal
]\}1—H>100 i{% D(p,q) = Dy,q Texp (6 L <m 12 )
e {ﬁj (Ve R)(ej,4(t)) "Y(t)} “3(t)- D5y 4 dt) ;
where ~y(t) is a parametrization by arc length, and DIL,‘fq denotes the parallel transport

along v with respect to the spinorial Levi-Civita connection, and Texp is the time-
ordered exponential (we here again identify S5 and Sy M via (5.6) ).
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Proof. Substituting the formula (5.49]) into (5.50), one gets a product of N linear
operators. Taking the limit N — oo and using that differential quotients go over to
differentials, one obtains a solution of the linear ordinary differential equation

d .1
P00 = <§1\D% 5 (Bw)-u)- D) -
Here the limit ¢ N\, 0 can be computed explicitly using (5.53]). Then the differential
equation can be solved in terms of the time-ordered exponential (also called Dyson

series; see [35, Section 1.2.1 and 7.17.4]). This gives the result. O

This theorem shows that in the limit € Y\, 0 and locally in the neighborhood of a
given space-time point, the spliced spin connection reduces to the spinorial Levi-Civita
connection, up to a correction term which involves line integrals of derivatives of the
Riemann tensor along . Computing the holonomy of a closed curve, one sees that
the corresponding spliced spin curvature equals the Riemann curvature, up to higher
order curvature corrections.

Corollary 5.13. Under the assumptions of Theorem [5.12, the the metric connection
and the Levi-civita connection are related by

: : N  glc _ VR &al
Jm lim VY, -V, = O<L(’y) s (1 + o(m2 )) , (5.57)

where L(7y) is the length of the curve v, and
Ne ._ )
vp,qa = V-TN,fol Vfolv-'ENfQ V961,960 . Tq — Tp .

Proof. This follows immediately from Theorem and the identity

Ne, _ pNe .pN.e
Vi tla = D(p,q)uq D(q,p) ’
where we again identify the tangent space T, M with the distinguished Clifford sub-
space R(z) of Symm(S, M) (see after (B.41])). O

We finally discuss the notions of parity-preserving, chirally symmetric and future-
transitive fermion systems (see Definitions [3.22], and [3.34]). Since our expansion
in powers of ¢ only gives us information on P(z,y) for nearby points x and y, we
can only analyze local versions of these definitions. Then the expansion (5.52]) shows
that the fermion system without regularization is locally future-transitive and locally
parity-preserving. Moreover, as the formula (5:49]) only involves an even number of
Clifford multiplications, the fermion system is locally chirally symmetric (with the
vector field u(z) in Definition chosen as ¢ times the pseudoscalar matrix), up to
the error term specified in (£.49)).

5.6. Outlook. We conclude by putting the previous constructions into a broader con-
text and by mentioning possible directions of future research. We first point out that
the assumptions (A) and (B) at the beginning of Section Bl should be considered only
as a technical simplification. More generally, the fermionic operator can be introduced
using a causality argument which gives a canonical splitting of the solution space of
the Dirac equation into two subspaces. Omne of these subspaces extends the notion
of the Dirac sea to interacting systems (see [12] Section 2.4]). So far, this method
has been worked out only perturbatively in terms of the so-called causal perturbation
expansion (see [I9] and for linearized gravity [1I, Appendix B]). This shortcoming
was our motivation for the above assumptions (A) and (B), which made it possible to
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carry out all constructions non-perturbatively. To avoid confusion, we note that the
fermionic operator constructed by solving the Cauchy problem (see Proposition [5.7))
does in general not coincide with the physical fermionic operator obtained by the
causal perturbation expansion in the same space-time (because solving the Cauchy
problem for vacuum initial data is usually not compatible with the global construction
in [12 eqns (2.2.16) and (2.2.17)]). However, these two fermionic operators have the
same singularity structure on the light cone, meaning that after removing the reg-
ularization, both fermionic operators have the same Hadamard expansion. Since in
the constructions of Sections [5.2H5.5], we worked exclusively with the formulas of the
Hadamard expansion, all the results in these sections immediately carry over to the
physical fermionic operator.

We also point out that throughout this paper, we worked with the simplest possible
regularization by a convergence generating factor e™¢ K] (see Lemma [A2]). More gen-
erally, one could consider a broader class of regularizations as introduced in [12] §4.1].
All our results will carry over, provided that the Euclidean operator has a suitable
limit as e N\, 0 (similar to (£.20) and Lemma [5.5]).

Our constructions could also be generalized to systems with several families of ele-
mentary particles (see [12 §2.3]). In this setting, only the largest mass will enter the
conditions (5.)) and (B.55)), so that it is indeed possible to describe physical systems
involving fermions with an arbitrarily small or vanishing rest mass. Working with sev-
eral generations also gives the freedom to perform local transformations before taking
the partial trace (as is worked out in [I5, Section 7.6] for axial potentials). This free-
dom can be used to modify the logarithmic poles of the fermionic operator on the light
cone. In this context, an interesting future project is to study causal fermion systems
in the presence of an electromagnetic field. We expect that the spin connection will
then also include the U(1)-gauge connection of electrodynamics.

Another direction of future research would be to study the geometry of causal
fermion systems with regularization (i.e. without taking the limit € \ 0). It seems an
interesting program to study the “quantum structure” of the resulting space-times.

From the mathematical point of view, the constructions in this paper extend the
basic notions of Lorentzian spin geometry to causal fermion systems. However, most
of the classical problems in geometric analysis and differential geometry have not yet
been analyzed in our setting. For example, it has not yet been studied how “geodesics”
are introduced in causal fermion systems, and whether such geodesics can be obtained
by minimizing the “length of curves” (similar as in (5.56]), such a “curve” could be a
finite sequence of space-time points). Maybe the most important analytic problem is
to get a connection between the geometric objects defined here and the causal action
principle (see [12] §3.5] and [I7]). From the geometric point of view, our notions of
connection and curvature describe the local geometry of space-time. It is a challenging
open problem to explore how these local notions are related to the global geometry
and topology of space-time.

APPENDIX A. THE EXPANSION OF THE HADAMARD COEFFICIENTS

In this section we will derive an expansion of the Hadamard coefficients in (5.28)) in
powers of §. Using these expansions, we will then prove Proposition 5.8 Proposition [5.9]
and Lemma [5.TTl In terms of the pseudo-orthonormal frame e; (see (5:32])), the Dirac
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operator on SM is given by
Dy =iejej Ve, with ¢ € I'(M,SM) . (A.1)

Here V denotes the spinorial Levi-Civita connection, the dot denotes Clifford multipli-
cation, and the signs €; are defined in (5.31]). We denote space-time indices by Latin
letters j, k,... € {0,1,2,3}, and spatial indices by Greek letters «, 3,... € {1,2,3}.
Furthermore, we use Einstein’s summation convention. In order to calculate the deriva-
tives of the spinorial parallel transport IT% with respect to the vectors e;, we introduce
suitable local coordinates. To this end, we consider the family of geodesics

cs(t) == c(t, 51,52, 83) := exp,, (tu + tsq€a) (A.2)

where u = exp,/ L(x) = §eg. The curve ¢y obviously coincides with the curve ¢ defined
in (530). The exponential map (A.2)) also gives rise to local coordinates (¢, s,) around
y, with corresponding local coordinate vector fields

e aCs
T .= and Y, A3
ot 084 (A-3)
The vector field T is the tangent field of the curves ¢, and in terms of e; it is given by
T=dey+ sacq- (A.4)

Since in this appendix we always consider variations of the curve ¢y, we can assume
that s, = O(9), and thus

T =0(9).
Moreover, the vector field T is timelike and the fields Y,, are spacelike. By definition
of the vector fields e; and of the spinorial parallel transport Hgs )’ it also follows that

Vr H?ch(t) - (A-5)
Vrejle,m =0 (A.6)
VoI ) = 000) (A7)
Ve,ekle,ry = 0(9) - (A.8)

The vector fields Y, are Jacobi fields, i.e. they are solutions of the Jacobi equation
VrVrYy,=R(T,Y,)T (A.9)

with initial conditions

Yalt=0 =0 and VrYalt=o = €q s (A.10)

where R denotes the Riemann tensor on T'M. This initial value problem can be solved
perturbatively along each curve cg, giving the expansion

t T
A :tea+Ags(t)/0dTA§s(r>/odaaAgEj;R(T,ea)T|cs(U)+O(54), (A.11)

The spinorial curvature tensor R on SM is defined by the relation
R(X, Y)Y :=VxVyp = VyVxy — Vixy¥,

valid for any X,Y € T,M and ¢ € I'(M,SM). In the local pseudo-orthonormal
frame (e;), it takes the form

R(X,Y)y = i ek g(R(X,Y )ej, er) €j-ex-1. (A.12)
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Using (AJ5)) and the fact that the local coordinate vector fields 7' and Y, commute,
we conclude that

V1Vy, H‘Z(t) =R(T,Y,) H‘Z(t). (A.13)
Integrating this equation gives
t
Vy, Iy =11, /0 TTR(T, Ya) lor) T dr - (A.14)

Using this formula, we can now derive the expansion of the Hadamard coefficient D, IT4.

Lemma A.1. The Hadamard coefficient D, IIY has the expansion
. 1
] .
Dxl'[g = — 5 €j</0 tRlC(T, ej)|c(t) dt) ej-Hg

' 1
?
+ 51 €€ (ek g(R(e;, T)T, ex) |m/0 tg(R(T, ex)ep, eq)ler) dt) ej-ep eq 1Y
+0(5%).
Proof. From (A1) we conclude that

t3
Ya‘c(t) = tea‘c(t) + G R(T, ea)T‘c(t) + 0(53)

t3
= tealey + erg(R(T, ea)T, ex) ekl + O(5°)

where we performed a Taylor expansion of the integrand in (A.IT]) around c(¢). Thus

1
eale = Yo — 8 g(R(ea,T)T, eg))Yg +0(6%).

Next, from (A.I4)) we conclude that

1
Ve 1Y =T1Y / dr TGO R(T, ) o 1T
0

1 1

+ 5 9(R(ea, T)T, ex))| 11 / dr T R(T, ep) o) 1T,
0

+ 06" . (A.15)

Representing the Dirac operator as in (A, we find

1
’DmHz :sz/O dr TH§(T)€j€j'R(T7 ej)|C(T)HZ(T)

. 1
+ ;—4 €j€p€q (ek g(R(ej, T, ek) |m /0 tg(R(T, ex)ep, eq) leq) dt) ej-ep-eqI1Y
+0(8%)

where we used (A.12]) and the fact that the vector fields e; are parallel along c. The
result now follows from the identity

1
ejej-Riej, X)) = 56 Ric(ej, X)e;j-9 for X € T,M and ¢ e I'(M,SM), (A.16)

which is easily verified by applying (A12)) as well as the first Bianchi identities. [
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We now compute the expansion of the coefficients V/ and D,V,’. The Hadamard
recursion relations in [9, 2] yield that the first Hadamard coefficient is given by the
formula

1 t
cht = —= V(e(t),y) Hgt dr V='(c(7),y)
(t) ; ()/0 (A.17)

1) (0F 4 20 ) (v g )

z=c(T) ’
Note that this formula remains true if we replace the curve ¢ by the curve ¢, as defined

in (A2). For the computation of the term in (A7) which contains the Bochner
Laplacian, it is most convenient to work in local normal coordinates around y,

Q> p=expy(zje;). (A.18)

The corresponding coordinate vector fields are given by

In these coordinates, the Bochner Laplacian is given by

DVHZC/S(t) = —gjkvavXngs(t) + gjkvaijH?ch(t) 5 (A20)

where ¢7F is the inverse matrix of gjr = 9(Xj;, Xy). Moreover, the vector fields X;
transform according to

1
Xo= -T2

1
5 — EYQ and Xa = zYa, (A21)

where T and Y, are the coordinate vector fields in (A.3]). Also, from (A.4]), (A.11l) and
(A.21), it follows that

X; =e; +0(8%). (A.22)
More precisely, we have the following lemma for the expansion of the metric.

Lemma A.2. In the local normal coordinates (AIS]), the metric g has the expansion

t2
9( X5, Xk)ley() = €505k — 3 g(R(ej, T)T, ex) e, )
3

t
+5 g((VrR)(ej, T)T, ex) e ey + O(5").

(A.23)
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Proof. Inserting (A1) into (A.21]), we find

1 t eitmy [T eso
Xaleyty = €alesy + 74,0 /0 dr Ay /0 do 0 AT R(T, )T e,y + O(5")

1 ¢ Cs\T T
= eale,) + 7A¢,0) /0 dr A7 /0 do o (R(T’ €a) e ()

+ (0 = TIVTR(T, €)T e, (ry + O(TH)) + 0(5*)
2

1 [t T 73
= ea’cs(t) + Z /0 dr (? R(T7 ea)T‘cs(T) - FVTR(Ty ea)T‘cs(T)) + 0(64)

1 t 7.2
= €ale,(t) + = /0 dr (7 R(T,ea)T e, )

t
7_2 7_3
+ (= VIR(T,a) T ) = = VT R(T, €a)Tley(r) ) + O(5")
12 3
= €ale,t) + 5 R(T, e)T e,y — E(VTR)(T, ea)T e, + O(5"), (A.24)

where we expanded the integrands in a Taylor series around c4(t). Moreover, we used
that 7' = O() and that T and e; are parallel along the curve cs. Substituting (A4)

and (A.24)) into (A.21]), we then find

1 Sa a

s So
Xoleay = =T Yo = eo+ 5 eale,) = 5 Xale)

5Tt
t2 3

= eO|cS(t) - &R(T, Saea)T|cS(t) + E(VTR)(Ty Saea)T|cs(t) + 0(54)

2 3
= ep — 6—5R(T, T — 6e0)T eyt + ﬁ(VTR)(T, T — 6€p)|ey (1) + O(0")
t3

(VTR €0)T e,y + 0(67) . (A.25)

.2
= €0ley(t) T ER(T’ €0)T |cyty —

Thus, inserting (A.24) and (A.25]) into the metric, we obtain

t2 1
9(X;j, Xx) = glej,en) + g(e;, R(T, ex)T) + G g(R(T,e;)T, ey,
t3 t3
I 9(ej, (VoR)(T, ex)T) — 5 g((VrR)(T,e;)T,ex) + O(6%)
t2 t3 A
=€k — 3 9(R(ej, T)T,ey,) + 3 9((VrR)(ej, )T, ey,) + 0(5%),

where the first Bianchi identities were used in the last step. O

We now expand the function V and related terms in powers of .
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Lemma A.3. For the square root of the van Vieck-Morette determinant V, the fol-
lowing expansions hold:
2 3

V(e(t),y) = 1+ - Ric(T,T) = (Ve Rie)(T,T) + 0(0")  (A.26)
o Vlesr) = % Ric(T, eq) + O(5?) (A.27)
grad V|, o) = %ej Ric(T,e;)X; + O(6%) (A.28)
OV = —%al + 0(6%). (A.29)

Proof. We first recall the expansion for the matrix determinant
det(1 + A) = 1 + tr(A) + O(A?).
From this identity and (A.23]), we obtain

| det(g)| = — det(g)
t2
= det []l — g €; Q(R(eja T)Ta ek) |c5(t)
t3

+ g (VR TIT ) e + O]

+2 t3 4
=1+tr [— 3 € g(R(ej,T)T, ek) + 5 €; 9((VTR)(€J‘7T)T7 ek)} +0(57)

#2 t3

=1- 5 Ric(T,T) + & (V7 Rie)(T.T) + 0(6").

Hence
1 2 . t3 . 4
VYV =|det(g)|"41 =1+ T2 Ric(T,T) — 2 (Vo Rie)(T,T) + 0(67),

giving (A.26]). Next, we calculate

2 2 2
Dy, V = % Ric(T, Vy, T)+0(5%) = % Ric(T, VYa)+0(5%) = % Ric(T, e0) + O(52) |

proving (A.27). Using (A.23)) and (A.22)), the gradient of V is given by
2

| 2
gradV = g/ (Ox, V) X, = ¢;(dx, V)X, + O(5%) = ¢; (axjﬁ Ric(T, T))ej +0(8%).

The derivatives with respect to X; are computed to be

2 2

2. 1, t° . U, 2
Ox, 15 Rie(T, T) = 20y, 5 Rie(T, T) = ¢ Ric(T, ea) + 0(6%),
and
2. 1 Sa 2
axoﬁ Ric(T,T) = <5VT - Evya> 1 Ric(T,T)
12¢

. Sa t2 . 2
= SE RIC(T, T) - EE RIC(T, VYQT) + 0(5 )

= é Ric (T, e + %ea> - é Ric (T, %ea> + 0(6%)

_ % Ric(T, eg) + O(62), (A-30)
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where we used (A4), (A21) and (A27). Thus
t
gradV = 66 Ric(T, e;)X; + O(6%),

which shows (A.28). Using that g;i = €;0;x + O(6?), we find

1 .
OV = — ———dx, (/| det(9)| ¢’*0x, V
=0, (VIdt@l " ox, )
2 . 3 . 2
= — ¢;0x,0x, (1 + 35 Rie(Z.T) = 5 (V1 Rie)(T. T)) +0®0?).
The spatial derivatives in this formula are calculated by
2 3

= Ric(T,T) - ;—4 (Vo Ric)(T,T) ) + O(5?)

2 t , t : 2
= Oy, (= Ric(T, ea) + == (Ve, RiO)(T, T) = =V, Vo Rie(T, T)) + 0(5%)

1
Oy, 0x., V :t—QayaaYa@ +

e t , t . )
=0y, (6 Ric(T, eq) + T2 (Ve, Ric)(T,T) — 2 VrVy, Ric(T, T)) + 0(67)

oy, (é Ric(T, eq) + i (V.. Ric)(T, T) — % (VrRie)(T.¢0)) + 0(?)

—_

— L Riclen, en) + 2 (Vo Ric)(T, eq) — % Vy. Vi Ric(T, e0) + O(62)

=3 Ric(eq, €q) + é (Ve, Ric)(T,eq) — % (VrRic)(eq, eq) + 0(52) )

— o

The derivatives with respect to Xy are calculated similar to (A30) and give
1 t t
Ox,0x, V = 8 Ric(eo, o) + 8 (Ve, Ric)(T, eg) — D (V1 Ric)(eg, e0) + O(6?).
We thus obtain

1 t t
Oy = — ej<6 Ric(ej, e;) + 7 (Ve, Rie)(T\¢;) - 75 (Vr Ric)(ej,ej)> +0(6?)

12
1t t 1
= - % — 5 div(Rie)(T) + 150 scal +0(6%) = X L 00Y),
where in the last step we used the second Bianchi identities. O

We next derive the expansion of the Hadamard coefficient V7.

Lemma A.4. The Hadamard coefficient V;/ has the expansion

scal Or scal

VY =m?IlY — - W+ 1 (A.31)
€j€R€

+ ]22 L g((VejR)(T, ej)ek,el)ek-el-ﬂf{, (A32)

+ 62 v Y + 62 v?k ej-er-TIY + 02 P eg-e1-eq-e3-T1Y + O(8°) (A.33)

where the coefficients v®, fugk and vP are real-valued functions.

Proof. As Vy is a Hadamard coefficient of the second-order equation (5.I0), all contri-
butions to V¢ involve an even number of Clifford multiplications and only real-valued
functions. As a consequence, the higher order terms can be written in the general form
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(A33). In order to calculate the leading terms, we note that inserting the expansion
g% = €;6,1. + O(6?) into the definition of the Bochner Laplacian (A20) yields

1
OVIL,) = — Vi, VI + vXaVXaH% +0(6%) = 2 Vva Vvl + 0(5%)
= - Hy / dr ejekelg((v R)(T,e;) ek,el)ek-el-ﬂg(ﬂ + 0(6%)
= 12 ejekelg((v R)(T e])ek,el)ek e Hy( ) + 0(52), (A.34)

where we used formulas (A7), (A.8), (AI2), (AI4) and a Taylor expansion of the
integrand around c(t). Inserting into the definition of V;/ (see formula (AIT)), we
obtain

VY= —V(,y) T /dTV ) T1 ()<DV+%M— (Vi)

/ dTHC(T DV—l—&al—m?)Hi’(T)

/ dr 1<) (2vgradv - DV>Hy( | +0(6?)

_ /d HC(T scal )Hy()

+ / dr HZ(T) 13 Cickel 9((Ve,R)(T, ej)ex, el)ek-el-Hi’(T) + 0(8?)
0

o scal  Or scal)
= _— - Hy
(m 2t )

€5€LE]

or 9(Ve, R)(T,ej)en, er)ex e Tl + 0(6%),
where we used (A.26), (A.29), (A7), (A.28), (A.34) and again performed a Taylor

expansion of the integrands around z.
The expansion of the Hadamard coefficient D, V,/ is given in the next lemma.

Lemma A.5. The Hadamard coefficient D, Vi has the expansion

D,VY =iddfej-11% +i6djy ej-ep-e-11Y + 0(6%)
where the coefficients dj and d;”kl are real-valued functions.
Proof. We apply the Dirac operator to the expansion of Lemma [A-4l The derivatives
of the factors II% can be computed using Lemma [AT] and (A.15]), giving contributions
of the form

D,VY < iddfe;-11Y +i6 djye;-ex-e- I + O(6%) . (A.35)

If the derivative acts on the scalar curvature in the second summand in (A.31]) or on
the factor T in the last summand in ([A.31]), the resulting terms can be rewritten using
the second Bianchi identities as

D VY = —i% div(Ric)(e;)e; 112 . (A.36)

On the other hand, if the derivative acts on the scalar curvature in the last summand
in (A.31), we get terms of the form (A30]). Similarly, if the Riemann tensor in (A32)
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is differentiated, we again get terms of the form (A.35). Moreover, differentiating the
factor T in (A.32]) gives the contribution

D VY = z% div(Ric)(e; )e; - 11

T

(A.37)

which cancels against the term (A.36]). Finally, we need to be concerned about differ-
entiating the error term in (A.32]). Noting that all the contributions to V¢ involve an
even number of Clifford multiplications and only real-valued functions, applying the
Dirac operator obviously gives terms of the form (A.35). O

The last relevant Hadamard coefficients W/ and HY can be expanded as follows.

Lemma A.6. The Hadamard coefficients Wy and Hy have the expansion
WY =w®IIY + w?k ej-er-11Y +wP eg-e1-ex-e3-11% 4+ O(9) (A.38)
HY = h°11Y + h;’-k ej-er-11Y% + hP eg-eq-ez-e3-11% + O(9) , (A.39)
where all coefficients are real-valued functions.
Proof. As W and HY are Hadamard coefficients of the second-order equation (5.10),

all contributions to W and HY involve an even number of Clifford multiplications and
only real-valued functions. Thus, W and HY can be written in the form (A:38) and

(A.39)), respectively. O

We now come to the proof of the propositions stated in Section B.3l

Proof of Proposition[5.8. We rewrite the results of Lemmas [A.1] [A.4] [A.5] and [A.6] in
the form

DIy =idcje;- 1Y + i5° i ejex-er I + O(6%)

VY =0 TIY + § g e - TTY + 62 fugk ej-ep-T1Y + 82 vP eg-eq-ez-e3-11Y + O(6%)
D, VY =iddy ej- 11 +i 8 dy ej-ep-e 114 + O(6%)

WY =w11Y + wgk ej-er-11Y +wP eg-e1-ex-e3-11% + O(6)

Hg =h° Hg + hl;k ej-ek-Hg + h? 60-61'62-63'1_[% + 0(5) s (A40)

where all coefficients are real-valued functions. Here each factor § corresponds to a
factor T' in the resulting explicit formulas (for details see [26]). The coefficients v* and
0}, are given by

s , scal s 8 L ejere
g LY d _
v =m D 0 an U = 5o,

9((Ve,R)(T, e5)ex, er) (A.41)
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where ¥° is a real-valued function. Inserting this formulas into the Hadamard expansion

(5.28)), we find
(—873) P(z,y) = —ZF—]; grad, I'-I1Y 4 % grad, V-11Y

1%
+ f(m—i-iécj- e; +1i6° Cipl ej-ek-ez>-Hg
1

4T
+ % [log |T'| — ime(t(z) — t(y))] <v5 + 0 Uy ek-el) 1Y

+ —grad, I (vs + 8T e + 02 vgk ej-er + 82 oP 60'61'62'63) 1Y

1
+ 1 [log |T| —im e(t(:n) — t(y))] <z 5d}’ ej + z'5d?kl ej-ek'q) 1Y
+i[1 +1log|T| — ime(t(z) — t(y))] grad, I'- <ws + w?k ej-er +wleg-eq '62'63) 1Y
+i grad, I'- (hs + hlj’»k ej-ep + hPeq-e; '62-63) 1Y + O(6% log 6) . (A.42)
The Clifford relations immediately yield the identities
gradw I (f]k €; -ek) =9 fj e; + 1) fjkl €; €L €

gradxf-(fe()'el-eg-eg) =0 fjriej-ex-er,

where all coefficients are real-valued functions. Using these identities in (A.42]) and
combining terms which are of the same order in § and contain the same number of
Clifford multiplications, we obtain

(—873) P(z,y) = —% grad, I'-11Y + LS s %5p§-1) e;- 1% + mlog [I'| v* 1Y (A.43)

P €T
T i R

+ T 0 Uk grad, I'-e-e;-I1Y — 1 e(t(z) — t(y))mv® 1T (A.44)

. m _ .
+ log |T'| 5<1p§2) ej + 4 Ukt erer + 1p§.:,?l e; -ek-el> 1Y (A.45)

m
+ 5776(’((3;) — t(y)) <p§-4) €j = =3 Ukl Ck €l + pﬁ)l ej-ek'el) 1Y (A.46)
+ 5<z'p§-6) ej + ngz)l e; -ek-el> 1Y + 0(6%log 6) . (A.47)
Here all coefficients pg»l), . ,p%)l are real-valued functions of the order O(§°). Using the

Clifford relations, the composition of three Clifford multiplications can be rewritten as
as vector and axial components,

€j-e-e) = (ijel + griej — gjlek) + i€ €jkin €5 €n (A.48)

(where €1y, is the totally anti-symmetric tensor, and e5 = iegeiezes denotes the pseu-
doscalar matrix; see [6, Appendix A]). Thus, in (A.45]), (A.46]) and (A.47) the resulting
vector components can be combined with the corresponding vector components in these
lines. The resulting axial component in (A.45]) can be written as

(—87%) P(x,y) < log|T'| § a; e5-e;-T1Y (A.49)

with real coefficients a;. Moreover, from (5.28]) and the previous calculations one sees
that there is no other contribution to P(x,y) of this form. As the expression dajes e; is
linear in § and smooth in z and y, it is odd under permutations of z and y (this can also
be understood from the fact that the linear factor ¢ corresponds to a factor T' in the
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resulting explicit formulas; for details see [26]). Also using the identity (es-e;)* = es-e;,
we obtain

(—87%) P(x,y) = (—87%) P(y,z)* = —log(T") § a; e5-e;-T1¥. .

Comparing with (A.49), we conclude that the coefficients a; vanish. For the same rea-
son, the term in (A.47]) containing three Clifford multiplications reduces to a vectorial
contribution. Finally, the axial contribution in (A.46]) resulting from the decomposition
(A.48)) can be written in the form

(=87%) P(z,y) < ide(t(z) — t(y)) a; e5-e;-11Y (A.50)

with real coefficients a;, and from (5.28) and the previous calculations one sees that
there is no other contribution to P(z,y) of this form. However, the term (A.50]) is odd
under conjugation but even when interchanging x and y. Therefore, we conclude that
the coefficients a; vanish. We thus obtain the following expansion of the kernel of the
fermionic operator,
1 m ] m
(—87%) P(x,y) = 12 grad, I'-TIY + T ITY + T (5p§-1) e;-11Y + i log || v* ITY
v
Z €
. ~(2 m _
+ log |T| 5<Zp§- ) €; + 1 Vgl ek'el) 1Y

T
+ T 0 vy grad, -eg ;- 114 — (t(z) — t(y))mv° 114

+ (57‘(6(’((%) — t(y)) (ﬁ(‘l) ej — vm Vgl ek‘el) 1Y +Z(5ﬁ§6) ej-Hz‘é

J 4
+0(6%log¥), (A.51)
where j)’gg), ﬁ§4) and ﬁ§-6) are real-valued functions. The first two terms in this expansion

show that Proposition (.8 holds. The other terms will be needed to calculate the
expansion of the closed chain. O

Proof of Proposition [5.9. Using the expansion (A51]), we compute
(—87°)%Aye = (=87°)* P(2,y)* P(x,y)

m

=c(z,y) Ls,nr + 572 U e(t(z) — t(y)) I1¥ grad, I'-11Y

+ o (6 + 8log [T) T { grad, T, 5y e} T
s ]
* 12 de(t(z) — t(y)) I} [ grad, P,p§4) e;] -T1Y
+ % §e(t(z) — t(y)) Y [grad, T, oy ex-e;] -TIY + O(6 " log 6)
= c(z,y) Ls,m
scal o\ me(tlz) — Hy
_m<m2_ﬁ+6v> ((2)I‘2 ( )) grad, T-1g, 1/
m .-~
- (0 4 dlog|T)) { grad, T, ity ek‘el}'lsyM
s i
~ 13 0e(t@) — W) [grad, T.5}" )] -Ls,ur

.mT > B
+ Z@ 66(t(x) - t(y)) [gradx [, ivy ek‘el] ']lSyM + 0(0 1 logd),
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where we used that oy = —y, according to (A41]). Moreover, we used the formula
for v® in (A4I) as well as the identities

I ej-1IY = ej-1g,m and ITy, grad, I'-1T§ = — grad, -1, 1
Now the operators X,, and Y, defined by

Xyo 1= 2 e(t(x) — 4(»)) (% Buerer - e;) (A.52)
Yyo = ~ e <(5 + 0log |T|) 10y ex-e; — 6 m0° e(t(x) — t(y))) (A.53)

are obviously symmetric, linear operators on SyM. Moreover, X,, is of the or-
der O(673log §), whereas Yy, is of the order O(6—3). Interchanging x and y completes
the proof. O

We finally prove the expansions (5.53]) and (5.54)) in Lemma 5111

Proof of Lemmal5.11l. From (5.35]), we conclude that the coefficient a,, in (B.38) is
given by
9 scaly Im(logI)
Gay = m(m 12 ) 272
Thus we obtain from (A52]) and (A4])) that the operator Z,, in (5.40) is given by

1/ o scal\~lrejene ) 40 ()
ny:_§(m _ﬁ) [ 1 g((VejR)(T,ej)ek,el)é[ek,el]—ﬁpj ej]. (A.54)

Moreover, since z lies in the future of y and grad, I' is normalized according to (5.24]),
the future-directed timelike unit vector u introduced after (5.40]) is given by

1 1
u = grad, ' = =T.

20 )
Therefore, the vector Au introduced in (5.42]) is given by
1 5  scal
Au = —ﬁ(m 15 ) €j(Ve, R)(T,e;)T,

proving (5.53)).
The operator w in (5.43) is given by the vectorial part of (A54), i.e

2 o oscal\ o (g

w—E<m _f) 6p; €. (A.55)

A short review of the proofs of Propositions £.8 and yields that the functions
(4)

p;* are combinations of the real-valued functions appearing in the expansion of the
Hadamard coefficients D, V,/, WY and HY in (A40). These functions are calculated
explicitly in [26]. They are of the order

m? : 2 2
(5 llej Rie(Tvej) e ) + O(IRI? + [V2E])) -
Inserting into formula (A53]), we conclude that w is of the order
9 9 scal
[ (— lej Rie(T: e5) ) +o< (I1R|1? + |1V R||)> (1+0(%5))-

Now (5.54) follows immediately from the representation (5.44)). O
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