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a UR Library Service

A cooperative infrastructure for electronic journals

EZB in a nutshell
https://ezb.ur.de
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120,000+ e-journals across 

all subject areas

Standardised access to 

journals and full texts

Information on scholarly 

publishing and Open Access

660+ participating institutions

Management of institution-specific 

licenses and journal packages

Connected data and services for 

other library systems and 

information infrastructures



a UR Library Service

EZB for users / researchers
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• Search for 

Journals

• Browse ​Subject 

Lists

• Journal Lists by 

Category



a UR Library Service

• Open Access

• Journal without APC 
(data source: DOAJ)

• Diamond Open Access Journal 
(data source: DDH)

• Subscribe to Open (S2O) 

• Data Journal

EZB journal lists by category
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• Indexed in DDH

(data source: DDH)

• Indexed in DOAJ

(data source: DOAJ)

• Indexed in Mir@bel

(data source: Mir@bel)



a UR Library Service

EZB journals in detail
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• Bibliographic information

• Access and license 

information

• Open Access and 

publishing information

• Information about 

publication costs



a UR Library Service

How the EZB brings information together
Journal information
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• Journal website

• Journal identifiers

• Journal subjects

• Title history

• Listed in other 

platforms



a UR Library Service

How the EZB brings information together
Access and licensing information 
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• Maintained in EZB administration

• Titlelists from EZB packages and collections



a UR Library Service

How the EZB brings information together
Publishing information and publication costs 

8

Integrated within the 

OpenCost project 

(https://opencost.de)

Data sources:

• Open Policy 

Finder

• DOAJ

• openAPC

https://opencost.de/


a UR Library Service

EZB for participating institutions
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• Cooperative 

maintenance of 

journal 

information 

• Institution-specific 

license 

administration

• Interfaces and 

data exchange



a UR Library Service

• Visualization of data flows for 
the management of electronic 
resources in German-speaking 
countries

• Source: AG Systemlandschaft 
E-Ressourcen
https://ag-
systemlandschaft.de/

EZB as a connected infrastructure
EZB in the Landscape of Electronic Resource Management
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a UR Library Service

EZB as a connected infrastructure
EZB data in library catalogs
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a UR Library Service

EZB as a connected infrastructure
EZB collections in Alma
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a UR Library Service

EZB as a connected infrastructure
EZB collections in FOLIO via GOKB 
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a UR Library Service

EZB as a connected infrastructure
EZB Linking Service
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Institution-specific availability 

check via EZB Linking Service



a UR Library Service

EZB as a connected infrastructure
EZB Linking Service
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Institution-specific availability 

check via Journals Online & 

Print and EZB Linking Service



a UR Library Service

How could the EZB contribute to making 
information on journal quality more visible?
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Broad coverage of scholarly 

journals
Cooperative maintenance by 

participating institutions

Institution-specific license and 

access information

Non-commercial infrastructure 

hosted by the University 

Library of Regensburg

Connection of diverse data 

sources

Distribution to users and other 

systems

Established infrastructure 

since 1997



a UR Library Service

Different aspects answer different questions about journals.

➢ Visibility: 
Can researchers find the journal?

➢ Bibliometric information:
What can citation-based indicators tell us?

➢ Subject classification and reputation:
How is the journal positioned within a particular research community?

➢ Transparency & integrity:
What do we know about how the journal operates?

Journal quality is multidimensional
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a UR Library Service

Type of information Examples Sources

Visibility & discoverability Indexing PubMed, Scopus, Web of 

Science

Bibliometric impact Impact Factor, SJR, 

CiteScore, SNIP

JCR / Clarivate, 

SCImago, Scopus

Subject classification and 

reputation

Ratings / classifications VHB, JUFO, Norwegian 

Register, ERIH PLUS

Transparency & integrity Archiving, ethics, OA 

standards

Keepers, COPE, OASPA

Examples of quality indicators
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a UR Library Service

➢ Make quality information more visible

➢ Bring together information from different sources

➢ Provide more context for journals

➢ Connect existing infrastructures

➢ Support informed decisions

A possible role for the EZB
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